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The Voice of Freedom is 
published quarterly. Sub-
missions to this publica-
tion and advertising in-
quiries may be sent to 

info.cbaofnc@gmail.com. 
Address corrections to 
membership services  

irhindle@aol.com. This 
publication is a benefit of 

membership in CBA/

ABATE of North Carolina.  
CBA/ABATE fights for 

your rights as a  
motorcyclist.  

Disclaimer: North Caro-

linaôs Voice of Freedom is 

an official CBA/ABATE 

publication. CBA/ABATE 

accepts no responsibility 

for the comments or opin-

ions contained within this 

publication. Submission 

deadline is three (3) weeks 

after the state meeting.  

Www.cba-abatenc.org 

Who represents me?  

Www.ncleg.net  

Look in lower right corner.  

Fill in your zipcode  
3 

Greetings Members: 

    First I would like to thank everyone who was able to be in Raleigh 

for Lobby Day. We were well received and I look forward to our or-

ganization working with a new House and Senate. This is a long ses-

sion and we are looking to introduce several bills. Be on the look out 

for alerts/calls to action from Doc Ski this session. Let your voice be 

heard in Raleigh. 

  

    We are transitioning into the individual chapter tax status. We 

have experienced a couple of glitches, but we are and will continue to 

work through these.  

  

    Committee Meetings are a very important part of the Quarterly 

State Meeting weekends. A lot of the business of the organization 

takes place during these meetings. Come out and be involved. It is es-

sential that chapters are represented Saturday and Sunday, so chap-

ter representatives can carry back to their chapters any and all infor-

mation concerning CBA/ABATE of North Carolina.  

  

    The State Board of Directors elections are this year. Nominations 

for the Board of Directors will be opening at the April State Meeting. 

If you are interested in serving on the Board of Directors, now is the 

time to start preparing for such. 

  

    We are looking forward to many things to happen this year legisla-

tively and organization wise. It takes you, the member, to run this or-

ganization and the legislation. 

  

    Thank you all for being members and your support of CBA/

ABATE of North Carolina.  

  

Regards, 

  

Randy Norris, State President 
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RAMBLINõS FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT 
Winter is winding down and the warmer days will see more of us being 

out on the roads enjoying bikes and brotherhood.  As usual, donõt rely on the 

motoring public to be watching out for your safety, be proactive and ride like 

they are all out to get you.  It is always a good idea to take the Experienced 

Riders Course to sharpen your skills, even if you have previously taken the 

course.  You can never have too much education. 
The NC Legislature is in the active mode now.  Our Lobby Day was a 

great success with around 75 people attending.  Our legislators should have no 

doubt about our priorities.  I hope they take them seriously and take positive action on the bills 

which benefit us.  Donõt let Lobby Day be the only time your legislators hear from you this year.  

Take note of the committees that our bills go into and contact the committee members with your 

concerns.  Go to http://ncleg.net/ to monitor our state legislative activities. 
One of the biggest problems that I believe we will encounter this year is the motorcycle only 

checkpoints.  With the National Highway Traffic Safety Admin. (NHTSA) awarding a $70,000 grant 

to Georgia to conduct these checkpoints, I have to think that other states will be encouraged to con-

duct them also.  If you encounter one of these checkpoints, we need to know about it immediately.  

My cell # is (919)215-4910.  If possible, we will get other CBA members to go to the stop to help 

document the activities.  If you can, get the names of anyone who was subjected to the stop, the law 

enforcement agencies involved, take pictures and/or video and get any other info that you think may 

be relevant to the stop.  We feel that these stops are highly illegal and discriminatory, and we will do 

whatever we can to put a stop to them.  We have received encouragement from some of our state 

legislators who are concerned about these stops, and they have promised to do whatever possible to 

put an end to them. 
One of the business aspects of CBA that the chapters will be dealing with soon will be the 

election of a Board of Directors for the 2012 ð 2013 term.  This will be an opportunity for those 

who want to serve the CBA in a leadership capacity to offer their skills to the members.  If you want 

to know more about what is involved in being a BOD member, ask any who have served in these 

offices. 
As always, membership recruitment remains high on our list of  help most needed items.  It 

would seem that any freedom loving motorcyclist would be a CBA member, but we know that this is 

not the case.  If every current member would sign up just one new member this year, we would dou-

ble our membership base and increase our influence.  Please do what you can to make this happen.  

And for our current members, please consider joining the MRF and AMA to help maintain our free-

doms on the national level. 
Part of the allure of being a member of CBA is that there are many chapters close enough to 

you for a great day ride.  There is probably a nearby chapter event on most weekends.  Attend as 

many of these chapter events as possible.  I can guarantee that you will have a great time meeting 

with old friends and meeting new friends that may be there for a lifetime.  This is a great part of what 

has kept me involved with CBA for all these years.  I hope to see you at a nearby chapter event 

soon.  In closing, I hope that you all have a great riding season.  Please ride Safe and Sober.                                                                                    

Yours in brotherhood, 
Charlie Boone 

   

http://ncleg.net/
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The meeting commenced at 9:00 am  
 BOD present: President Randy Norris, Vice President Charlie Boone, Legislative Director Thomas ñDoc Skiò Wasileski, 

Membership Services Director Iris Hindle, SEA Director Charli Chandler, Treasurer Darlene Kimsey, Secretary Fill-In: 

Gwendolyn Nichols, Central District Coordinator Robert óShaggyô Causey, Western District Coordinator Bill Starnes, and 

Eastern District Coordinator Matt Shamblin.  

Members were reminded that questions and responses are to be made by members only.   

Voting:  Maximum of 5 votes per chapter; At-Large: One vote per member with a maximum of 5 votes. 

 Opening Prayer was offered by Cliff Cyphers 

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Doc Ski 

 Chapter Roll Call & Introductions 
Chapters represented:  Alamance, Brunswick, Buncombe, Cabarrus-Rowan, Carteret-Craven, Charlotte, Chatham, Cleve-

land, Columbus, Davidson, Gaston, Hickory, Iredell, Macon, Raleigh, Smokey Mountain, South Piedmont, and Triad.  Six 

At-Large members were present.   

Chapters not represented:  Granville, Lincoln, Randolph, Surry, & Tar River Basin 

 Announcements 

All chapter Treasurers are to clear Membership Services with the State Treasurer and State Secretary today.  All quarterly 

reports go to Cat Mohan; since Cat is not here please give them to Gwen or Iris. Monies owed and bank statement copies go 

to Darlene Kimsey. 

 State Secretaryôs Report:  Cat Mohan 
A motion was made to forego reading of the October 2010 Executive Council Meeting minutes as they were posted on the 

yahoo Statenchapter website and in the newsletter on the CBA state website.  2ndôed and passed.   

 State Treasurerôs Report:  Darlene Kimsey 
Darlene provided membership with the Treasurerôs Quarterly report and reported on other activities to include the quarterly 

QuickReport as of December 31st, 2010 including Profit & Loss by Class, and income/expense summaries. 

 OLD BUSINESS 

 There was no old business to discuss at this meeting  

 NEW BUSINESS  
·        New Chapter Charter ï Smoky Mountain CBA: The president of this new chapter explained who they are and what 

they want to do. Membership includes 32 regular members plus 5 junior members. Motion was made by Doc Ski to charter 

this chapter into CBA/ABATE of NC, 2nd by Austin Nichols, passed. 

·        It was noted that the chapters not showing up at the state meetings may be at risk for losing their charters.  

·         2011 Training and State Banquet ï 19-Nov-11: Randy asked Darlene to come up with a budget for next yearôs ban-

quet - $6,005.00. Randy went over the budget for last yearôs banquet; total of the banquet was $7,207.86 which was budg-

eted for $8,000.00 

 COMMITTEE REPORTS  

·       Legislative Committee:  Doc Ski:  

NCOM convention is May 5th-8th:  

Current issues: 

·         Right away violations, the problem we have right now is the way the law was written.  

·         We need to find a sponsor for the anti-discrimination law, talk to your reps.  

·         Noise abates in California.  

·         Helmet repeal, we have a pretty good chance at getting through this year, Bill Kern is sponsoring this bill.  

·         Helmet citation - Bill Starnes has one case right now.  

·         Motorcycle only checkpoints: Charlie Boone: If you run across one, take action. If there is a chapter close by, contact 

them; we need to see what they are doing. If we donôt know about these checkpoints, we canôt do anything about them. Call 

Charlie at 919-269-4193.  Get information such as the officersô names and who is conducting these check points. NHTSA 

has given $70,000 to Georgia to conduct these motorcycle only checkpoints.  

·         Lobby Day in February; meeting in the hotel between 9:00AM and 11:00AM to give you material that you will need 

to talk to your reps. On January 26th, get in touch with Charlie Boone if you would like to attend opening day.  
·         Had a long conversation on mopeds, they are making our accident reports look worse. No current legislators are iden-

tified to support licensing of mopeds.  

Motion was made by Dale Carroll to accept this report, 2nd by Bill Ruby, passed. 

 MRF:  Cindy Hodges: Charlie Boone filled in for her.  

·         May 12th is Bikers Inside the Beltway in Washington, DC - if you want to go, call your congressional reps.  

·         The Board had to re-nominate the MRF rep; they nominated Cindy Hodges, and Charlie Boone is the fill in.  

·         In 2012, the MRF Meeting of the Minds will be in the Raleigh area.  

·         September 22nd-25th, 2011 - Meeting of the Minds will be held in Michigan this year. Get with Charlie if you are not 
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a member of the MRF.  At the April state meeting, Darlene will have information on the upcoming Meeting of the Minds 

in 2012.  We need to come up with a design for the t-shirts for this event; if you would like to submit something, please 

send it to Darlene. This is the first time ever it has been this far south. On the t-shirts, we have the option whether we 

want to design it or if we want MRF to design it. The MRF logo needs to be in the design.  

·         Beast of the East will be May 13th-15th, Maryland.  

   NCOM : Randy Norris: May 5th-8th, Albuquerque, New Mexico, Randy will be attending this event.  

 NC Confederation of Clubs:  Doc Ski: Training for the US Defenders program will be 26th March; Doc & Randy will 

be there.  
   Information (PR/Newsletter/Web Page):  Dale Carroll: Need ads, went over how much the newsletter cost per quar-

ter. Website is changing; trying to streamline it to make it friendlier. Internet radio station: Live365.com - in the search 

bar type CBA.  

 Membership Services:  Iris Hindle  
·         Thanked all the chapters for sending her their rosters. Randy mentioned that Chapter secretaries should have the 

most updated rosters. When you receive one from Iris, please go through and check all the members; need to keep Iris 

updated and verify your members.  
·         Currently there are 1700 members including 104 new members from the last 4th quarter. 2007-2010: 1,583 mem-

bers lost by not renewing membership. Iris encouraged membership to get out there and see why they left and if we can 

get them back. 100% membership renewal:  Hickory, Raleigh, South Piedmont.  80% renewal rate ï Granville.  Gaston 

recruited 33 new members ïthey have a 66% renewal rate. Western district has challenged the chapters to recruit at least 

2 sport bike members. 

·         Iris is asking for help because of her time needed by her family.  

  Safety, Education and Awareness:  Charli Chandler:  
·         Went over the MSAP totals for 2010, the total of which is 12,662 students; her goal was to reach 12,000. 8 chapters 

that have MSAP instructors have made the difference in the total. Charli wants to see the chapters that are non-active to 

get involved in this program. AMA gave CBA a $1,000 grant for this program.  

·         CBA yard signs are $5.00 each, get in touch with Charli if you would like any.  

·         Electronic highway signs. Need to let our legislative reps know we want to use these signs for communicating 

about May Motorcycle Awareness Month.  

  Constitution Committee:  Charlie Boone: Proposed changes 
 Article VII: Chapters: 12) New chapters will send 20% of their membership dues to the state and keep 80%. Effective on 

the date of a chapterôs one year anniversary, the chapter will start paying 80% to the state and keep 20% 70% and keep 

30%: Voting on this was a roll call vote: 26 Yes, 74 No, did not pass  

·        REMOVAL OF PRODUCTS REFERENCES THROUGHOUT THE CONSTITUTION·        Article III- BOD-

State Treasurer 
·        Current Language (text with strikeouts are currently 3) D) The State Treasurer shall have Membership Services 

maintain an inventory of all State CBA products promotional items, and membership kits and cards. Membership Ser-

vices shall ship products and promotional items to the chapters when ordered. and work with the State Treasurer in main-

taining records of monies owed and paid by the chapters for products.  
       ·      Proposed Language3) D) The State Treasurer shall have Membership Services maintain an inventory of all State 

CBA promotional items, membership kits and cards. Membership Services shall ship promotional items to the chapters 

when ordered 

Ā      Article V1) Remove the words ñproduct salesò 

5) Delete entire subsection, move other sections up one number. 

·         Article VIII  

         100 Yes, passed 

  Events Committee: Charlie Boone/Robert Causey:  
·         State Party: October 7th, 8th, & 9th, Tamarac Marina in Salisbury, going to have bike events and some other things 

to do.  
·         Easyriders bike show is January 22nd and 23rd. Booth is $375.00; Randy told Darlene to get a booth. We would 

welcome anyone that would like to work it so please do get in touch with Charlie if you can work. Larry Blakenship made 

a motion that we expand the spending, 2ndôed by Bill Ruby, passed. 

 

 

 

 

(continued next page) 
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  DISTRICT COORDINATOR REPORTS  
 Central District:  Robert Causey 

·         The Central District voted to give $200.00 for the State Secretary Computer. 

·         Upcoming Events: 

·         Randolph Chapter: February 5th: Breakfast at the Randolph County Lodge, 8:00 am-until, donations only 

·         Chilly Chili Ride: March 19th: Cabarrus-Rowan: YMCA in Kannapolis: Contact Dwayne Jenkins 

Ā         Randolph Chapter: March 19th: Bike & Car Show at Coxôs starts at 9:00AM 
·         36th Annual: Charlotte Swap Meet: March 26th & 27th: The Metrolina Expo Fairgrounds: I-77 exit 16 (Statesville 

Road exit) 7100 Statesville Road, Charlotte, NC 28269 

Ā         Randolph County: Angelaôs Ride: April 3rd: Starts at 11:00Am registration, ride starts at 1:00pm, Coxôs Harley 

Davidson, in Asheboro 
·         7th Annual Spoker Run: April 9th:: Starts at locations picked by each individual Central District Chapters: Ending at 

the Moose Lodge, located at 1553 Concord Avenue, Monroe, NC: Pick up a flyer 

·         Randolph County: Swap Meet April 16th & 17th at Riders in the Country 

 Eastern District:  Matt Shamblin 

·         Upcoming Events:   

·         Granville ï Chili Cook-off: Feb. 14 @ the lodge.·         Brunswick ï Accident Scene Management (ASMI) classes. 

Apr. 16 & 17. $100.00·         Carteret/Craven ï RatDaddy Scholarship Ride. May 1.  

Western District:  Bill Starnes 

2/19/11  Polar Bear Poker Run at the Hideaway Bar & Grill across from Loweôs. Finish at River City with music. 
April 9th Gaston County Swap Meet & Poker Run at the Homestead Lodge. Vendor spaces are $10 for a 10x10 space. 

Starts @ 10AM, Food&Drinks on site. 

 

 CLOSING COMMENTS 

Closing Benediction was offered by Cliff Cyphers 

Next State Meeting is on 16-17 April 

Constitution Committee Minutes 

January 15th, 2011 

 
Welcome by Charlie Boone: Meeting started at 2:32 pm 

Motion made by Doc Ski to accept the minutes as written, 2nd by Iris Hindle, passed 

Chapters need to have the votes ready at the meeting tomorrow 
The way we elect Board of Directors voting, proposal each chapter collect the votes, each chapter has 1 electoral vote, or 

add all the votes up from each chapter member. 15 minutes debate: benefit for changing the set-up, 
 Gary Bridges: It gives every chapter the same amount of power. This way all chapters are on the same wave length. All 

chapters have the same equal value. You have 23 chapters, 24 with the at large members then you would have 23 votes.  

Would have to group the at large members together. 

 Blankenship: Disempowered the individuals. Donôt think it is necessary.  

Bill Starnes: Read the US Constitution: Article 1 Section 3. 

 Becky: How would you do this for members that donôt make the meetings:  
Charlie Boone: you still have the absentee votes, Becky what if there was a tie, Randy Norris: then the president would 

vote.  

Charlie: you would have to have some type of tie breaker.  

Norm: Would agree with what is being proposing. Bill: Real stickler for one man one vote.  

Cliff: A few some chapters could vote together and become a powerhouse. It all goes back it one vote.  
Larry: individual vote would be the best. Becky: may be instead of making it 1 vote per chapter to maybe 5 votes per chap-

ter. 

Motion made by Matt Shamblin, 2nd Doc to not carry the wording forward: withdrawn 

Motion made Doc Ski, 2nd by Bill Ruby to stop the debate, passed 
Motion made by Gary Bridges, 2nd by Steve Smith to carry this forward for the first reading, 24 to carry it over, 35 to op-

posed, it will not be carried over.  

Charlie will update the constitution after the meeting tomorrow; he will have around 500 at the next state meeting, Charli 

Chandler made a suggestion to Wayne to put something on the website to let people know that something has changed in 

the constitution.  

Motion to adjourn by Charli Chandler, 2nd by Bill Starnes to adjourn at 2:58 pm 
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 Legislative Update from Docski  
 
Here's a brief look at CBA/ABATE's Legislative Priorities for 2011:  
1.     SUPPORT FREEDOM OF CHOICE: N.C.G.S. § 20-140.4(A)(2) requires that motorcycle 

operators and passengers wear a safety helmet that complies with FMVSS 218.   Legisla-
tion to be introduced in 2011 will provide that this requirement would not apply to op-
erators and passengers who are 21 years of age or older.   The bill will also provide that 
the penalty for violating the section is a fine of not more than $50.00 and that no drivers 
license points, insurance surcharges, or court costs shall be assessed.  

2.     INCREASE RIGHT-OF-WAY VIOLATION PENALTIES: Legislation will be introduced to 
increase the penalty for running a motorcyclist off the road (i.e., violating the bikerôs 
ñright-of-wayò) to $200.00 for low-level offense up to $500.00 for violations involving 
personal injury or property damage.  

3.     SUPPORT CONTINUED FUNDING FOR DRIVERS EDUCATION: Drivers education is 
critical to ensuring the safety of young drivers and of the motoring public.   NC CBA/
ABATE works with drivers education providers to ensure that new drivers are more de-
fensive and aware of other traffic on the road.   Continuing and increasing the Stateôs 
support of driver education ($33 million in each of FY2009 and FY2010) is critical to this 
effort.  

4.     SUPPORT UNIFORM APPORTIONMENT OF TORT RESPONSIBILITY: Throughout the 
United States, there are four systems used in establishing damage awards:   pure con-
tributory negligence, pure comparative negligence, modified comparative negligence ï 
50% bar rule, and modified comparative negligence ï 51% bar rule.   Under the common 
law theory of contributory negligence, if two people are in an accident, the injured per-
son can only recover for his/her injuries and damages if they did not contribute to the 
accident in any way.   North Carolina is one of just four states where the pure contribu-
tory negligence system is still used.   In the comparative negligence system in place in 
46 states, the injured party may recover some of his or her damages even if he or she 
was partially to blame for causing the accident.   Contributory negligence is outdated 
and unfair and should be replaced with uniform apportionment of tort responsibility.  

5.     DESIGNATE MAY AS ñMOTORCYCLE AWARENESS MONTHò: Fully 72% of all motor 
vehicle accidents involving an automobile and a motorcycle are the fault of the automo-
bile drivers.   Legislation introduced in 2009 passed the House with overwhelmingly bi-
partisan support, but was not taken up in the Senate.   Legislation will once again be in-
troduced recognizing May as ñMotorcycle Awareness Monthò  to encourage motorists 
to ñLook Twice, Save a Lifeò. 

6.     SUPPORT legislation prohibiting discrimination against motorcyclists in all business 
and recreational establishments in NC.  
7.     OPPOSE anti -gang legislation that targets motorcyclists.  

8. Oppose  legislation targeting motorcycle noise emissions  
9. OPPOSE any legislation detrimental to motorcyclists . 

9 
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Central District Minutes 

January 15th, 2011 

 Meeting was called to order by: Robert Causey at 12:45pm 

Welcome: Robert òShaggyó Causey: Everyone introduced themselves. 
Treasurer Report: Carol Bullard: total as of this meeting is $1,312.04 before two checks $200.00 ad for the Spoker run, $200.00 state 

secretary computer $912.04. Motion made by Charli Chandler to accept this report 2nd by Doc Ski, passed. 
Secretary Report: Gwen Nichols: Motion made by Charli Chandler to accept the minutes as written 2nd by Doc Ski, passed.Old Busi-

ness 
1.        Meeting of the Minds: Mark & Kat went to this event. Mark is going to get an article into the state newsletter. Meeting of the 

Minds will beheld in Michigan this year. If you are interested in going just let Shaggy know.  
 2.        State Party: Had a great. Looking forward to the one this year. Need to get the advertisement out for it. October 7th, 8th & 

9th. Will have more activities going this year to keep people busy. 

New Business 
 1.   Spoker Run: South Piedmont will be hosting this event; this is the only meeting before this event. Special award for the Chapter 

that brings in the most riders.   
2.   President/Secretary Officers: Shaggy & Gwen need all officers from each chapter, Gwen will be passing around sheets to get this 

information.  
 3.   Easyriders Event: Shaggy & Charli need volunteers please get in contact with them, sending around a signup sheet. Times are Sat-

urday 10:00 AM-8:00 PM, Sunday 11:00 AM-5:00 PM. Motion made by Charli Chandler that the Central District reimburse $5.00 to 

each member that comes and works 2 hours or more at the Easyriders Event, 2nd by Doc Ski, 2 opposed, 25 passed  

4.   Constitution Pockets: Darlene will be getting the information on how to get them for free.   

Upcoming Events 

  Randolph Chapter: February 5th: Breakfast at the Randolph County Lodge, 8:00 am-until, donations only 

  Chilly Chili Ride: March 19th: Cabarrus-Rowan: YMCA in Kannapolis: Contact Dwayne Jenkins 

 Randolph Chapter: March 19th: Bike & Car Show at Coxõs starts at 9:00AM 
 36th Annual: Charlotte Swap Meet: March 26th & 27th: The Metrolina Expo Fairgrounds: I-77 exit 16 (Statesville Road exit) 7100 

Statesville Road, Charlotte, NC 28269 

 Randolph County: Angelaõs Ride: April 3rd: Starts at 11:00Am registration, ride starts at 1:00pm, Coxõs Harley Davidson, in Asheboro 
 7th Annual Spoker Run: April 9th:: Starts at locations picked by each individual Central District Chapters: Ending at the Moose Lodge, 

located at 1553 Concord Avenue, Monroe, NC: Pick up a flyer 

 Randolph County: Swap Meet April 16th & 17th at Riders in the Country 

  

Adjourned at: Motion made by Doc Ski & 2nd by   to adjourn at 1:30pm 

SEA/MSAP Minutes  
January 15th, 2011 
I. 2010 MSAP Totals: Charli went over the totals, 8 inactive chapters. Get with Charli and she will do whatever she needs 

to do to get you started. If there are chapters nearby that are active please get in touch with them they will also help you 

to get started.   
II. Yard Signs: Charli made 250 signs made up, Hickory asked for 10 & Iredell asked for 10, need to get the signs out 

there. 
 III. May is Motorcycle Awareness Month: Gaston has been working really hard to get it on the electronic signs. Contact 

your city councils & county commissioners: Need to start talking them about it now. On lobby day talk to your repre-

sentatives about this. Work on electronic sign usage. Contact local business owners who have electronic signs ask if you 

can use them during May.  
 IV. I will be writing the follow up for the $1000 AMA grant, Charli is required to sending them a letter to tell them how 

we have used that money which she will be sending it soon.  
 V.  Should we pursue Federal Grant money? Charlie Boone thinks we are doing just fine right now for this program. 

Have had request for classes, but some chapters that cannot afford to finances it. Suggestion on how to help these chap-

ters that canõt afford to hold the classes. Members discussed letting Charli use her desecration. Charlie Boone & Doc is 

not sure if that is a good idea. The chapters should be able to do some sort of fund raiser to raise the money for the 

classes. Matt Shamblin: if you can get independent funding and they want to advertise it would not hurt. Steve Smith men-

tioned that the ABCõs have to distribute monies out by the end of the year to programs like MSAP. AIM maybe a possi-

bility. Maureen discourages the advertisements because it takes away from who is supporting the program. Randy men-

tioned it would not hurt for each chapter to put on a fundraiser to help supply this program.  
 Darlene asked if there is going to be a program on drunk driving. Charli would like to have a subcommittee on a pro-

gram for this problem. Take it back to your chapters to see if anyone is interested in doing this or being on this commit-

tee, let Charli know at the next state meeting. 

 Motion made by Doc Ski, 2nd by   Randy Norris at adjourn at 4:07pm 
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Membership Services 

Iris Hindle  

We currently have 1700 members listed on our state 

wide rosters, which is great. It shows that we have peo-

ple who believe in this organization and its mission 

enough to become members of our group. We also have 

some people out there working really hard to help re-

cruit new members which is also great. New members 

mean new ideas and new voices to be heard. 

What is not so great is that we seem to be losing mem-

bers as quickly as we recruit them. Between 2008 and 

2010 we lost a little over 1500 members. I bet everyone 

in this organization knows someone who did not renew 

and I challenge everyone to get out there and try to get 

those members back. Can you imagine how mighty our 

group would be if we could get them to re-join us in our 

fight to make NC a safe and fair place to be a motorcy-

clist? Just send them a card or a quick phone call, let 

them know you miss them and that you want them back 

in your chapter. 

Over the next coming weeks, I will be sending out lists 

to chapters of their non-renewing members.  Please 

take this list and make an attempt to contact these peo-

ple and get them back in the group. I am also enclosing 

applications in everyoneôs renewal packets; use it to get 

these people back in the ranks of CBA. 

Remember, as Bill Gates once said ñGreat organiza-

tions demand a high level of commitment by the people 

involved.ò Be committed to growing this organization. 

We are each important and have something of value to 

offer. 

CBAôs 2010 Legislator Award be-

ing presented to Gaston Countyôs 

Representative for the 109th Dis-

trict Dr. Bill Current.  

Dr. Bill is also the primary sponsor 

for our Freedom of Choice Bill for 

this session. From left to right, Bill 

Starnes , Western District Coordi-

nator,  Dr Bill, Randy Norris State 

CBA President, and Docski, State 

Legislative Director  
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Western District Meeting Minutes  

NC CBA/ABATE State Meeting  

January 15, 2011 
-Chapters in attendance: Gaston, Hickory, Buncombe, Iredell, Smoky Mountain, and Macon with 21 members 

present from said chapters. 
-Bill Starnes, Western District Coordinator, welcomed everyone.  Bill shared that we can get the pocket US 

Constitutions from the Heritage Foundation, but he will order them for us. They will be available at the next 

State Meeting in April 2011. Bill briefed everyone about the Western District Meeting last week including the 

2011-2012 Western District Agenda that was voted upon. 

2011-2012 Western District Agenda  : 

Fight discriminatory statewide motorcycle only checkpoints in NC. 

Work on MRF/CBA poster production & distribution. 
Increase membership including those who ride sport bikes. Each chapter in Western District is chal-

lenged to recruit 2 motorcyclists who ride sport bikes before the April 2011 CBA State Meeting. 

Chapter Updates:  
Iredell: 2/19/11  Polar Bear Poker Run at the Hideaway Bar & Grill across from Loweõs. Finish at River City 

with music. 

Buncombe : Getting ready for Hot Springs & the VA Run. 
Hickory : Turkey Shoots on 1/22 & 2/5/11. Sign up at 11am, shooting at 12 noon. Call Keith at 828-302-4590 

for more info. 

Macon : Possibility of Maggie Valley Rally being cancelled this year 
Gaston : Gaston County Swap Meet & Poker Run at the Homestead Lodge. Vendor spaces are $10 for a 

10x10 space. 

Smoky Mountain : Working on a bike show for August. 

Next Western District Meeting:  

Sunday, April 3rd, 2011 at the Grassroots Cafe, Horseshoe, NC. Larry Blankenship will follow up with owner 

and advise Bill Starnes if location is available. 

Paul Wilms, Legislative Coordinator, Raleigh Chapter, CBA/ABATE of NC.  
 
CBA/ABATE of NC Lobby Day a Huge Success: Approximately 70 CBA/ABATE and NC Confederation of 
Clubs members from around the State (a new record, at least in recent years) took time away from their fami-
lies and jobs to come to Raleigh to lobby their respective members of the General Assembly.  After a legisla-
tive issues briefing at the Clarion Hotel, members walked the three blocks to the Legislative Building where 
they discussed CBA/ABATE's legislative agenda with their legislators.  From the feedback we received, it was 
a huge success.  We identified new friends among the 30 percent of legislators who are new to the General 
Assembly and strengthened relationships with friends from previous sessions.  Many thanks to all who partici-
pated. YOU made a difference! 

 
It' Ain't Over 'til It's Over: According to a report in the Fayetteville Observer, former state Sen. Margaret 
Dickson (D-Cumberland) and two other Democrats who lost their state Senate seats in the November elec-
tions are suing their opponents and the Republican Party.  Dickson's lawsuit says the Republicans illegally 
lied (as opposed to legally lying?) about who paid for their television advertising, and as a result, they re-
ceived price discounts they weren't entitled to and the voters were deceived.  State laws known as "Stand By 
Your Ad" laws require political ads to include a statement naming the candidate or organization that paid for 
them.  She is suing Republican Wesley Meredith of Fayetteville, who defeated her in a fierce race that was 
heavy on negative campaign ads.  Two other Democrat incumbents who lost in November - former state Sen. 
Joe Sam Queen (D-Haywood), who lost to Republican Ralph Hise Jr. of Spruce Pine for the 47th District in 
western North Carolina, and former state Sen. Don Davis (D-Greene), who lost to Louis Pate of Mount Olive 
for the 5th District in the Greenville area, are also suing their opponents. 
 
Winning Makes a Difference:  Former North Carolina House Speaker Richard Morgan (R-Moore) was an 
ardent opponent of establishing a state lottery and often bragged that he did everything he could to stop it and 
that it wasn't enacted while he was in office.  But when Morgan's wife, Cindy, won $10,000 in one of the 
State's lottery games, Morgan's response, according to the News and Observer, was that he had always 
thought it was a good idea. 
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òSome people believe a lie 

can be the truth  

if enough fools  

 believe itó  

Johnny Van Zant  

 
ò The Devil made me do it 

the first time, the second 

time I did it on my ownó  

Billy Joe Shaver  

 

ò Politics  has been  
concerned too long with 

Left or Right, as opposed 

to right or wrong.ó 

Richard Armour  

 

ò Hell, I never vote for 

 anybodyé..  

I always vote against.ó 

WC Fields  

 
òPoliticians are all the 

same, They promise to 

build a bridge even if there 

is no riveró 

Nikita Khrushchev  

 
ò A piece of spaghetti or a 

military unit can only be led 

from the frontó 

George Patton  

 
ò If everyone is thinking 

alike,  

then some one is not  

 thinkingó 

George Patton  

 
ò A ônoõ whispered from 

conviction is better than a 

ôyesõ shouted in order to 

pleaseó 

Gandhi  
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CBA/Abate of Gaston County Lobby Day Report  
We had a very good and productive meeting with 4 of our 5 General Assembly members. Sen. Jim Forrestor was under the weather 

and was not present for the day.  
Our 1st meeting was with Kelly Hastings who is a House Member representing parts of Gaston & Cleveland Counties. Kelly is willing to 

help us whenever possible on our Legislative agenda for 2011. Specifically, he will work towards having May designated as Motorycle 

Awareness Month and work with Doc Ski & Gaston member Jason Taylor on including "mode of transportation and cultural attire" in 

the anti discrimination bill. Afterwards, Kelly took us down to Rep. Tim Moores office and there we found the Cleveland County Chap-

ter waiting to see Tim. Kelly met with them while they waited for Tim. Tim is a Cleveland County rep who has been to the Cleveland 

County chapter meetings and will be a friend to the CBA.  
Next, we went to see Rep. John Torbett. John is a rider and was a good friend to Gaston County Chapter while serving with the Gas-

ton County Commissioners. John was busy at the moment so we left an invitation with his secretary to meet us in Rep. Bill Currents 

office at 11:00 for the Legislative Warrior of the Year presentation. That gave us about 20 minutes with Rep. Current before the main 

group got there. We had a fairly large crowd for the presentation and Rep. Current was very appreciative. Rep. John Torbett was there 

for the presentation and pledged to co-sponsor the anti helmet bill to be sponsored by Rep Current. Rep. Bill Current was also with us 

on our legislative agenda.  
From there, we went with Rep. Torbett back down to his office. The visit with John was very relaxed and pleasant. He is also on board 

with our legislative agenda for the 2011 session. Rep. Torbett will also work on stopping the motorcycle only checkpoints and will work 

with Jason Taylor and other resources to try to get a bill together that will stop the helmet from being a primary violation. That would 

mean we will not be pulled for suspicion our helmets are non-compliant. The helmet issue would be a secondary violation after we are 

pulled for something else. Also, as they do not require a burnt out bulb to be replaced before allowing a motorist to leave, the LEO's 

will not be able to require a legal helmet before allowiing us to leave if the helmet is deemed non-compliant. 
One other very important point. We have possibly picked up a very strong ally in our fight against the MC only checkpoints. Carol 

Ann Weaver, Gaston Co. member, has offered to work to bring the Tea Party into the struggle with us based on the fact the check-

points not only violate our equal protection rights, but, the money sent to the States by the the Feds to fund the checkpoints can be 

put to much better use elsewhere. Carol Ann indicates she also has friends in the Tea Party who are riders who may want to get 

more involved with the CBA. Could be a very good mix. 
Our next stop was the office of Gaston County member, NC State Senator Kathy Harrington. Lance & I got there just before lunch 

time. Kathy invited us to join her in the members only dining room for lunch with her. We immediately accepted. On the way, we 

stopped by the Senate Chamber for some pictures with Senator Harrington. Kelly Hastings joined us for lunch. We mostly talked CBA 

business but also had some other pleasant conversations. After lunch, we went with Kelly to the House Chamber for pictures with 

him.  
All in all, a very good day. If we do not succeeed in repealing the helmet law, we at least will be working on eliminating several other 

factors associated with the helmet law that have been a thorn in our sides the past year or two. From my perspective, I see an alliance 

with the Tea Party as a much needed boost for both of our organizations. I appreciate their strong support of our Constitution and 

their call for fiscal responsibility. In finacial hard times when local and state governments are crying about budget deficits, can they 

really defend spending money for the MC only checkpoints? Not in my book, or Carol Ann's.  
We have members of the NC General Assembly as well as the US Congress with whom we share CBA/ABATE Chapters. Gaston, 

Lincoln, Cleveland, Iredell and Charlotte have reps in common. We, Carol Ann Weaver, Jason Taylor, Bill Starnes and Lance 

McClanan, are working with our reps and fellow CBA Chapters to put together a luncheon at the Homestead, probably May or June, 

where we can have our common reps and CBA members together for an afternoon of conversation and coopeation. We'll have more 

details as we progress.  

Doc Ski, we would appreciate your following up with the members listed above. Let us know where you need us to step in.  

Thanks, Bill Starnes & Lance McClanan. 

What is the Young Activist Scholarship Fund? 
Biker ñFreedom Fightingò activists have recognized for some time that our membership and 

leaders are aging, and that there is a need to encourage younger people to become involved in 

motorcyclists' rights. To that end, the Motorcycle Riders Foundation has created a scholarship 

fund to recognize deserving candidates who are a minimum of 18 years old and not over 30 

years of age who otherwise may not be able to attend the MRF's Meeting of the Minds confer-

ence.  

The nation's FIRST YOUNG ACTIVIST award winner was our own Crystal Maney Buckner of 

the Buncombe County Chapter! The MRF has dedicated a limited amount of seed money to the 

scholarship fund to get things rolling. The MRF is looking for additional contributions from in-

dividuals, national, state and local organizations and businesses that would like to participate in 

the program. 

 

Checks made out to the MRF Young Activist Scholarship Fund can be sent to: MRF Young Ac-

tivist Scholarship Fund, 236 Massachusetts Ave. NE Suite 510, Washington, DC 20002. 
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 vEASTERN DISTRICT MEETING MINUTES  

JANUARY 15, 2011 

 

Eastern District Coordinator Matt Shamblin called meeting to order at 1:00 pm. 
Chapters in attendance -Brunswick, Columbus, Carteret Craven, Granville, Raleigh, 3 At Large members. Chapters not in attendance ïTar River Basin  

·         Secretary: Minutes of the last Eastern District meeting were printed in the previous news letter.  A motion was made and passed to accept the 

minutes as written. 
 

·         Treasure Wayne Mooney gave the treasure report.  A motion was made 2nd and passed to accept the treasure report.  

 
·         Swap meet April 29- May 1st 

 

The Fairgrounds lease has been signed. 
There will not be a band this year. In its place we will have outside and inside DJs during the hours of operation. The DJs will  be Norm Foggan & Terry 

Tanner. 

Gates will open at 7 am for vendors on Friday and 12 noon for the public. Gates are to open to the public 9 am Saturday.   Gates will close at 9 pm both 
nights. 

Gates will not be open to the public on Sunday.  CBA will use Sunday as clean up and hopefully be gone by noon. 

Events Boards will be placed for the schedule of events. Event leaders are responsible for posting their event(s) & event times on all boards well ahead of 
schedule. The same information should also be given to the DJs and to the beer sales booth.  

Itôs suggested not to give cash as prizes but to use donated items. 

Insurance - Beer Permit ï Is in process. 
Pudding Rastlin ï Charlie Boone will be heading up the pudding rastlin.  Bill will be on standby if Charlie is unavailable.  Itôs suggested to hold this event 

at an earlier time; 1:30 or 2. 

Wet Tee Shirt Contest will be handled by Charlie Boone.  
Tattoo Contest ï Randy Norris will organize the tattoo contest.  Contest will be held around 5 pm on the inside stage near the DJ. 

Sumo Rastlin -  Randy Norris will organize the Sumo Rastlin.  
Beer Sales ï Granville will handle beer sales. 

Camping- is to be in the front rather than in the back last year.  

Pricing for camping ï Primitive: $25 with 1 free gate entry for Friday & Saturday night. Electricity hook ups will cost an additional $25 per night. Saturday 
night primitive camping will cost $15 plus the additional $25 for electricity hook up. 

Campers should not park on gravel road. 

Vendors ï Sonny Colvin will be our central point of contact for vendor information. Tar River Basin will solicit and set up for the vendors.  The price of a 
10x10 space for vendors before April 1 - outside 2 days $30 or $25 for 1 day. Inside $60 for 2 days and $40 for 1 day.  Any vendor moneys postmarked 

after April 1 will be charged an additional $5 per day.  

 Please take notice of vendors and not offend them when offering food and beverages to CBA workers.  
Bike Games ï Brunswick will handle bike and people games.  . 

Admission - $10 per day for entry. Wayne will be heading up the gate.  All chapter treasures are to assist at the gate. 

Security ï Carteret/Craven will handle security. 
Bike Show ï Raleigh chapter will be in charge of the bike show.  The Bike Show schedule will be set before the next E.D. meeting. 

Advertisement ï Sonny will be making the flyers and they will be sent to the chapter presidents for distribution. We will utilize all available free medias 

including Facebook, post on every available motorcycling web site. Becky will do this however Randy will be sending her an accumulated list that Jeff 
Greene(?) has. 

Chapter events: 

Granville ï Chilli Cookoff.  Feb. 14 @ the lodge. 

Brunswick ï Accident Scene Management (ASMI) classes. Apr. 16 & 17. $100.00 

Carteret/Craven ï RatDaddy Scholarship Ride. May 1. 

    
Cleveland County CBA MSAP 

 

 

 
 On Thursday February 3rd, 2011 Cleveland County taught their first Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Program at 

Crest High School in Shelby, North Carolina.  Cindy Smith, the Cleveland County MSAP Co-coordinator, organized 

a team that practiced until they were granted permission to teach.  It took almost a year to convince the powers to be 

that their program was worthy of becoming part of the Drivers Education curriculum.  The class was held in the 

auditorium, because there was 135 Students.  The class went like clockwork, and as time went on the confidence of 

the Instructors grew to the end of the class.  The Students were so taken with the presentation that the Instructors 

were given a standing ovation with all hands clapping. 

    At the end of the class, both of the Drivers Ed Teachers asked Cindy to come back for the rest of the classes at 

Crest and also invited them to Burns High School in Lawndale.   

    So, success in Cleveland County by dedicated CBA Chapter members doing their part to teach the drivers of to-

morrow to give us our space on the road, understand our limitations, and LOOK TWICE, SAVE A LIFE.   MO-

TORCYCLES ARE EVERYWHERE! Instructors were: Cindi Smith (Chicken Wing), Terry Panther (Spanky), 

Jerry Fairchild (Pegleg), Terry Pinson (Skeeter), and Angie Hollifield. Moral supporters were Wes Sylvester 

and Skip Hollifield.  Cindi Smith, Spanky and Pegleg received their MSAP/Instructor patches    
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The MRF is encouraging as many 

people to ride their motorcycles to 
Washington DC for this historic 

event. We will have reserved se-
cure, free parking for motorcycles 
adjacent to the US Capitol. We will 

be encouraging all attendees to 
meet with their Members of Con-

gress and the MRF can assist with 
facilitating.   This is the closest to a 
national biker lobby day we've 

seen!   Please consider riding to DC 
and visiting your member of Con-

gress!  

 

Contact  

Jeff Hennie jeff@mrf.org  

202 - 546 - 0983  

 

NCOM BIKER NEWSBYTES  

Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish, 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) 

  

DIRTY POLITICS BACKFIRES  

In an historic mid-term election that saw the GOP sweep into control of the House and narrowly miss winning a 

Senate majority, as well as Republican gains in gubernatorial posts and statewide races, most of the electorate is 

simply happy to see an end to negative campaign ads and mudslinging by candidates. 

  

One such attack ad could easily be confused with a commercial for Sons of Anarchy, with a Florida congressional 

hopeful being accused of being a member of ña biker gang linked to meth runningò and acts of criminal violence. 

  

The TV spot kicks off with a rumbling Harley motor and a gritty -voiced narrator growling, "Guns. Prostitution. 

Murder. That's who Allen West rides with." Paid for and produced by the Democratic Congressional Campaign 

Committee, the smear piece ends with, ñWe donôt need a politician who rides with gangs.ò The Palm Beach Post 

reported that the Florida Democratic Party said a West supporter was wearing a South Florida Confederation of 

Clubs patch, and that confederation ñhas ties to the Outlaws organized crime syndicate.ò 

  

West (R) is indeed an active motorcyclist who writes a regular political column for a local South Florida biker 

magazine ñWheels on the Roadò that supported his bid, and the Tea Party favorite did have members of the Out-

laws Motorcycle Club providing security during his campaign, but the mudslinging appears to be the desperate last

-gasp tactics of incumbent Rep. Ron Klein (D) to hold on to his House seat. 

  

The Miami New Times called it the ñScariest Ad Of the Yearò, but according to one of Westôs fellow biker rag col-

umnists, Chuck Lehmann, ñThis smear tactic by Klein backfired big time as the voters overwhelmingly gave, the 

underdog, Allen West a resounding 10 point victory over the pathetic Ron Klein, who went down to defeat in dis-

grace.  My WOTR colleague/columnist Lt.Col. Allen West can now be called Congressman-elect Allen West, C.D. 

22 Representative in Congress.ò 
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North Carolina BikePAC is a political action committee 
(PAC) created to help further the legislative  goals of the mo-
torcyclists of North Carolina.   Most motorcycle rights organi-
zations' nonprofit tax status does not allow the organization 
to expend great amounts of its budget on lobbying activities, 
to make direct monetary donations to candidates or to write 
letters of endorsement for a particular candidate.   A  political 
action committee is allowed to participate in these activities.  

 North Carolina BikePAC will assist motorcycle rights organi-
zation members and all interested motorcycle enthusiasts to 
educate and lobby government and the general public about 
motorcycling, the rights of motorcyclists, and the preserva-
tion of our American tradition of freedom.  
This PAC was created to facilitate NC's motorcyclists' num-
ber one priority - bikers' rights! We are now backed by a PAC 
that can and will make campaign contributions to legislators 
who do not discriminate against our legislation just because 
we are motorcyclists. While we all agree that grass-roots ac-
tion is the purest form of lobbying, we also know that fair 
legislators deserve our campaign contributions. 
Because CBA/ABATE and other MROôs are incorporated as 
charitable and/or educational organizations under 501(c)(3) 
or (4), we are prevented from making direct contributions to 
political candidates by law and thatôs where the NC BikePAC 
comes in. It was specifically created to provide financial sup-
port to state-level legislators who are biker friendly. In other 
words, NC BikePAC will fulfill the obligation we have to our 
friends that CBA/ABATE and other MROôs cannot. It is time 
for the more than 105,000 registered motorcyclists in North 
Carolina to join in the growing trend to support legislators 
and candidates who will stand up for motorcycling. Doctors, 
lawyers, bankers, builders, realtors, teachers and many other 
professional and trade organization have formed PACs in 
North Carolina. Many of these groups employ a lobbyist, 
whose job is to sway legislators to vote in favor of laws that 
benefit the organization or business being represented.  Con-
tributions open many doors and will permit MRO members 
and other individuals concerned with motorcycle related 
legislation ready access to their elected officials. It is hoped 
that our grassroots lobbying will become even more impor-
tant as a direct result of the role NC BikePAC will play in the 
political process. Finally, the time required in Raleigh falls 
way beyond the scope of most volunteers. As resources grow, 
BikePAC fully intends to help support a full -time lobbyist in 
Raleigh. This lobbyist will represent the interests of North 
Carolina motorcyclists and only the interests of North Caro-
lina motorcyclists.  
                                                 
                                                                                                                                 

Donations  
Always welcome!  

NC BIKE PAC  
 469 Red Fox St NW,  
Shallotte, NC 28459  
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CafePress.com Online Store for CBA/ABATE of NC 

Women's Plus Size V-

Neck T-Shirt 

$24.99 

 

Women's Plus Size Scoop 

Neck Dark T-Shirt 

$24.99 

Long Sleeve 

Dark T-Shirt 

¶ $23.99 

Women's Boy Brief 

$12.99 

Ceramic Travel Mug 

$17.99 

These and more 

items are available 

from cafepress.com. 

CBA/Abate of NC 

makes no profit and 

excepts no responsi-

bility in these pur-

chases. This is an out-

side vendor.              19 

http://www.cafepress.com/CBAofNC.459851674
http://www.cafepress.com/CBAofNC.459851674
http://www.cafepress.com/CBAofNC.459851807
http://www.cafepress.com/CBAofNC.459851748
http://www.cafepress.com/CBAofNC.459851748
http://www.cafepress.com/CBAofNC.459851748
http://www.cafepress.com/CBAofNC.459851681
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 RAD RAP 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE N.C. HELMET LAW  

by Robert ñRADò Donat, Attorney for CBA 

         In 1967, after Congress passed the "National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966", the Federal government 

began requiring states to pass helmet laws in order to qualify for certain federal safety programs and highway construction 

funds.  Forty states enacted universal helmet laws by the end of 1969.  By the mid 1970ôs all but three states had enacted 

helmet laws.  In 1976, the U.S. Department of Transportation took it a step further and tried to levy financial penalties on 

states with no helmet laws.  Congress eventually buckled under pressure from the states and revoked federal power to as-

sess penalties for noncompliance.  Over the next two years 20 states weakened their helmet laws and 8 repealed them alto-

gether.  In 1991, the federal government began offering financial incentives to the states for enacting helmet and safety belt 

laws via the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act.  Incentives allowed compliant states to take advantage of 

federally funded safety programs and penalized noncompliant states up to 3% of their federal funds.  Four years later Con-

gress again reversed itself, leading to states weakening and repealing helmet laws once again. 

      The first legal challenge to the N.C. mandatory helmet law came in 1969.  In North Carolina v. Kenneth Calvin Ander-

son, Mr. Anderson claimed that the N.C. helmet statute was unconstitutional because it violated the due process, the equal 

protection, and the right to privacy provisions of the Fifth, Ninth and Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution of the 

United States and Article I, Sections 1 and 17 of the Constitution of North Carolina.  The N.C. Supreme Court found in 

favor of the law state based on what it found to be a ñcompelling state interestò.  The Court said : 

ñThe police power may be exerted in the form of state legislation where otherwise the effect may be to 

invade rights guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment only when such legislation bears a real and sub-

stantial relationship to the public health, safety, morals or some other phase of the public wel-

fare.ò  (emphasis added). 

       The N.C. mandatory helmet law remained in effect and unchallenged until I did so in 1999, thanks to Freedom Fight-

ers James Robert Barker, Martin Frederick Beaver III, George Albert Dugay III, Richard John Harris, Cynthia Marie Harri-

son, Henry W. Harrison IV, Glenn Eugene Harvey, John Darrell Latham, Jeanette Lynne Seiler, Wendell Mark Seiler, and 

Kenneth Barry Smith.  This was a challenge to the former law ï the one that required helmets ñapproved by the Commis-

sionerò of DMV.  The new N.C. law, effective 1/1/08, requires helmets that comply with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 

Standard 218 ï more on this later. 

       The Defendants were cited for not wearing helmets.  I represented them, and we challenged the law as being 

ñunconstitutionally vagueò.  This was a different legal challenge than was raised in the 1969 Anderson case referenced 

above.  This argument prevailed in the trial court (Craven County Superior Court), and the trial judge dismissed all the 

cases.  The state appealed, arguing that even if the statute was vague, the defendants were wearing NOTHING on their 

heads, and a person of reasonable intelligence would have understood that they needed to wear SOME type of safety hel-

met, and therefore the Defendants had no ñstandingò to challenge the constitutionality of the law.  In a very interesting con-

curring opinion Judge Wynn wrote: 

ñI join in the majority opinion.  However, I write separately to point out that we determine today only 

that these defendants do not have standing to challenge the constitutionality of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-

140.4 because they chose to wear no helmets at all.   It follows that standing may be obtained by an indi-

vidual who is charged with wearing a type of helmet that does not comply with the statute.  Thus the 

more challenging issue remains ï is N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-140.4 unconstitutionally vague because neither 

the Legislature nor the Commissioner for the Division of Motor Vehicles has clearly set forth what con-

stitutes a helmet that meets the requirements of the statute? 

North Carolinaôs motorcycle helmet statute requires the wearing of a safety helmet ñof a type approved 

by the Commissionerò for the Division of Motor Vehicles.  Although the State argues that the Commis-

sioner has adopted the federal guidelines on helmet safety standards, questions remain as to whether the 

Commissioner formally adopted the standards; and whether the public has received consistent informa-

tion about the federal standards.  An issue also remains as to whether the federal guidelines are suffi-

ciently clear to avoid a challenge on the grounds of void for vagueness (emphasis added).  Thus, in light 

of what appears to be inevitable further litigation on this issue, it may be prudent for either the Legisla-

ture or the Commissioner to examine whether the present application of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-140.4 

clearly sets forth the types of helmets approved for riding a motorcycle in North Carolina.ò 

 

Federal Motor Vehicles Safety Standard 218 defines with agonizing detail just what constitutes a motorcycle safety helmet, 

and is a manufacturing specification.  This ñstandardò describes the helmet lining, provides detailed diagrams, discusses 

testing,  and mentions that all helmets in compliance with FMVSS 218 will have a DOT sticker affixed to the back of the 

helmet.  IF YOU GET A HELMET TICKET YOU CAN BEAT IT.  See the CBA webpage for info.  
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 The Defendants were cited for not wearing helmets.  I represented them, and we challenged the law as being ñunconstitutionally 
vagueò.  This was a different legal challenge than was raised in the 1969 Anderson case referenced above.  This argument prevailed in 
the trial court (Craven County Superior Court), and the trial judge dismissed all the cases.  The state appealed, arguing that even if the 
statute was vague, the defendants were wearing NOTHING on their heads, and a person of reasonable intelligence would have under-
stood that they needed to wear SOME type of safety helmet, and therefore the Defendants had no ñstandingò to challenge the constitution-
ality of the law.  In a very interesting concurring opinion Judge Wynn wrote: 
 

 ñI join in the majority opinion.  However, I write separately to point out that we determine today only that 
these defendants do not have standing to challenge the constitutionality of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-140.4 because they 
chose to wear no helmets at all.   It follows that standing may be obtained by an individual who is charged with wear-
ing a type of helmet that does not comply with the statute.  Thus the more challenging issue remains ï is N.C. Gen. 
Stat. § 20-140.4 unconstitutionally vague because neither the Legislature nor the Commissioner for the Division of 
Motor Vehicles has clearly set forth what constitutes a helmet that meets the requirements of the statute? 
 
 North Carolinaôs motorcycle helmet statute requires the wearing of a safety helmet ñof a type approved by 
the Commissionerò for the Division of Motor Vehicles.  Although the State argues that the Commissioner has adopted 
the federal guidelines on helmet safety standards, questions remain as to whether the Commissioner formally 
adopted the standards; and whether the public has received consistent information about the federal standards.  An 
issue also remains as to whether the federal guidelines are sufficiently clear to avoid a challenge on the grounds of 
void for vagueness (emphasis added).  Thus, in light of what appears to be inevitable further litigation on this issue, it 
may be prudent for either the Legislature or the Commissioner to examine whether the present application of N.C. 
Gen. Stat. § 20-140.4 clearly sets forth the types of helmets approved for riding a motorcycle in North Carolina.ò 
 

 Federal Motor Vehicles Safety Standard 218 defines with agonizing detail just what constitutes a motorcycle safety helmet, and 
is a manufacturing specification.  This ñstandardò describes the helmet lining, provides detailed diagrams, discusses testing,  and mentions 
that all helmets in compliance with FMVSS 218 will have a DOT sticker affixed to the back of the helmet.  IF YOU GET A HELMET 
TICKET YOU CAN BEAT IT.  See the CBA webpage for info.  
 
Next issue ï motorcycle only checkpoints.  Coming to a road near you?  
Robert óRad) Donat has been the CBA attorney since 1995. He has a statewide practice and has been involved in bikers rights 
for many years. He is the attorney for North Carolina Confederation of Clubs and Aid to Injured Motorcyclists. He can be reac hed 
at DonatLaw@aol.com or  
877-donatlaw.  
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A scan of European motorcycle safety programs, laws and infrastructure was recently completed 

by a team of government types and private groups. The scan revealed some interesting results. 

The team found out that most of the countries in Europe had very similar ratios with regard to 

the number of motorcycles on the roads vs. fatalities. In the United States, motorcycles repre-

sent about 3 percent of the vehicles on the road, and average about 10 percent of the fatalities 

each year. In Europe, the ratios for most countries are nearly identical to those in the United 

States, even though Europe has mandatory helmet laws and graduated licensing, not to mention 

the fact that it costs about $1000 to get a motorcycle license.   

 

 

 22  

MRF News ; Jeff Hennie  
Washington, D.C. was flush with newbies yesterday, as both the House and Senate swore in the 

newest Members of Congress. With smiles on everyones faces, you know someone had to be up to 

no good. This time it was the House Republican Conference. They held their closed door meeting to 

discuss the new rules changes for the 112th Congress, something the majority does every two 

years.  The House Republican leadership proposed a key change to the way the Highway Trust 

Fund is protected from borrowing or spending any money on non - transportation projects.   This pro-

tection makes perfect sense because the fund is generated from a federal fuel tax, so it is money 

generated by road users, for road users.        Republicans defeated an amendment to the rules 

package offered by Rep. Steve LaTourette (R -OH), which would have preserved the linkage be-

tween incoming trust fund revenues and future federal investments.   Under the LaTourette pro-

posal the existing "point of order" protection against legislation that reduced investment below the 

supportable levels would have been retained, but any member would be allowed the opportunity to 

cut highway and transit investment through an amendment on the House floor.   The LaTourette 

Amendment was voted on by secret ballot. As such, the votes of each Republican will not be made 

public and it is unclear at this time if the final vote tally will be released.  While today's develop-

ments are an obvious setback for the entire transportation community, the new rules package does 

not determine the outcome of subsequent legislation, nor does it require investment cuts.   The new 

rule, however, certainly strengthens the hand of the House Appropriations Committee in setting 

highway and transit investment levels, irrespective of Highway Trust Fund revenues.   House Re-

publicans have been clear that they will be pursuing significant cuts in domestic discretionary 

spending and the defeat of the LaTourette Amendment signals that this could include highway and 

public transportation investment.  Despite the outcome of today's vote, Rep. LaTourette deserves 

the sincere appreciation of the entire transportation construction industry.   Attempting to change a 

largely internal and leadership -driven process to protect the Highway Trust Fund shows his great 

leadership and support for federal transportation investment.   House Transportation & Infrastruc-

ture Committee Chairman Mica (R -Fla.) also deserves our thanks as he supported and helped de-

fend the LaTourette Amendment.  

 

 

 

 

 

The NTSB has been quiet about motorcycles since adding the call for state helmet law to their "top 

ten most wanted list". The NTSB has no regulatory or enforcement abilities. Just the powers to 

make lists and try to recommend that the recipients of their advice, take it. The MRF will keep you 

updated on the NTSB and all actions affecting the motorcyclists of America.  
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