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Name _________________________  

 Spouse ( if couple membership)________________ 

 

Address  

______________ 

 

___________________ 

 

Phone________________________________   

Email __________________________________ 

 

Membership type :  

Single $25.00 Annually ____________     

Couple $35.00 Annually ___________ 

 
My signature is proof that I believe in the grassroots efforts of 

CBA/Abate of North Carolina  

 

___________________________________________________ 

Signature  

Free Consultation  

for Members  

 
òSupport Your Ownó 
 
ROBERT òRADó DONAT 
CBA/A.B.A.T.E  OF NORTH CAROLINA  

NORTH CAROLINA CONFEDERATION OF CLUBS  

AID TO INJURED MOTORCYCLISTS (ñA.I.M.ò) 

U.S. DEFENDERS-NC 

 

 

Serious personal injury/wrongful death ï discrimination  

 ï helmet defense ï bike seizure 

DEDICATED TO SERVING THE  

 INTERESTS OF THOSE WHO RIDE THROUGHOUT 

NORTH CAROLINA  

  
Aimncom.com 1-800-ON-A-BIKE   DonatLaw@aol.com 



 

 

  

 

 

The Voice of Freedom is 

published quarterly. Sub-

missions to this publica-

tion and advertising in-

quiries may be sent to 

info.cbaofnc@gmail.com. 

Address corrections to 

Randy.angela2010 

@yahoo.com 

membership services   

This publication is a bene-

fit of membership in  

CBA/ABATE of  

North Carolina.  

CBA/ABATE  

fights for your rights as a  

motorcyclist. 
 
 

 
Disclaimer: North Carolinaôs 

Voice of Freedom is an offi-

cial CBA/ABATE publica-

tion. CBA/ABATE accepts 

no responsibility for the com-

ments or opinions contained 

within this publication. Sub-

mission deadline is three (3) 

weeks after the state meeting.  
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Have you checked 

the website lately? 

We are making 

more and more 

changes everyday! 

Www.cba-

ababtenc.org 

Weôre on  

Facebook @ 

CBA/Abate of NC 

CBA Membership Services  

PO Box 669  

Chadbourn NC 28431  
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Name _________________________  

 Spouse ( if couple membership)________________ 

 

Address  

______________ 

 

___________________ 

 

Phone________________________________   

Email __________________________________ 

 

Membership type :  

Single $25.00 Annually ____________     

Couple $35.00 Annually ___________ 

 
My signature is proof that I believe in the grassroots efforts of 

CBA/Abate of North Carolina  

 

___________________________________________________ 

Signature  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2011 Legislative Update  
 
This legislative session has been a busy one for the NC legislature.   After the Republicans won a majority in both 
the House and Senate it has been a constant battle with the Democratic Governor.   She vetoed the 
budget  twice  and her veto  was finally over -ruled by the legislature.   It has been a busy year for CBA/ABATE of NC 

too.  
  
CBA/ABATE had two separate helmet repeal bills introduced this year.   One in the House introduced by Rep Hast-
ings (R -Cleveland/Gaston) and one in the Senate introduced by Senator Hastings (R -Gaston).   Unfortunately both 
bills were held up in committee and no amount of persuasion could get them moving.   Both died in commit-

tee.  However, we have had some successes in other legislative areas.  
  
House Bill 113, The Motorcycle Safety Act introduced by Rep Killllian (R -Mecklenberg), was passed by both cham-
bers and is awaiting signature  of the Governor.   This bill will increase the minimum penalties for violating the right 
of way of a motorcyclist.   Previously, it was a mere $25 fine for this violation, this bill calls for a $200 fine for any-
one who causes  a motorcyclist to have to leave his travel lane.   The fine is increased to $500 if there is property 

damage or personal injury sustained from this violation.  
  
House Bill 381, The Checking Station Pattern Selection bill introduced by Representative Torbett (R -Gaston), will 
do away with Motorcycle -Only Roadblocks in North Carolina.    This bill is awaiting the signature of the Gover-
nor.   This bill prohibits law enforcement from establishing checking station patterns that focus on a specific type 
of motor vehicle (motorcycles, corvettes, etc).   In the future, all roadside checking stations (roadblocks) must es-

tablish a pattern that includes all types of vehicles.  
 Doc Ski  
 Legislative Director, CBA/ABATE of NC  
Commander, US Defenders -NC 
Registered Lobbyist, NC Bike -PAC 
  
"When you get to thinkin' you're a person of some influence, try orderin' somebody else's dog around." - 
 Will Rogers  
 
Editors note; HB 381 was signed by the Governor.  
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Greetings members, 
First, let me THANK each and every one for the Great job done legislatively this year. With the passage of HB381 

òChecking Station Patternó and HB 113ó Motorcycle Safety Actó you have gotten into law some major legislation. 
We still fell short with the Freedom of Choice on the Helmet, but we will submit yet another bill on this as soon 
as we can.  Lets not forget that we also now upon the recommendation from CBA/ABATE of NC have language 

in HB200 requiring a one hour minimum of Motorcycle Safety Awareness training in the driverõs education classes. 
Our 2011 numbers on students taught are already beating last years by comparison. This year there is another 
piece of legislation that will allow for CBA/ABATE of NC to apply for specialized motorcycle or automobile li-

cense plates. 
Our membership has really taken off in the past three months. I am seeing a large number of new and renewed 

memberships coming across the Membership Directors desk. We have changed the way memberships are done 

and it is starting to pay off. 
 On the information side we have our LIVE365 internet radio, along with facebook, and a great newsletters. Re-

member, this is your newsletter and the more information the chapters submit the better it will be. 
 Chapter growth is continuing, with the possibility of chartering another chapter in October. It is important that 

the Chapters attend the State meeting per the constitution. Various and important information is dis-
seminated at the committee meetings as well as the State meeting. If Chapters are having issues or prob-
lems donõt hesitate to contact your District Coordinator or anyone else on the Board. We are here to 

help, and if we donõt have an answer we will work to get you one. My phone or email is always available. 
 Our next Committee/State meeting will be the weekend of October 15/16, 2011 at the Holiday Inn in 
Greensboro, off Burnt Poplar Road, hope to see there. Following in the month of November will be our 
much anticipated Annual Officerõs training and Banquet. This year we have a guest speaker that I prom-

ise will be worth the whole day, come out and listen to believe. 
 One of the largest events the Organization can look forward to is the 2012 MRFõs Meeting of the 
Minds. We will host this convention in September 2012. This will require a lot of planning and work 

from all of us to make this a success. More information at the October meeting. 
 Well, guess Iõve rambled on enough, so again. Thanks for being members and doing the work you do to 

make YOUR.....CBA/ABATE of NC a success. 

 BEST WISHES TO ALL, 

 Randy Norris 

CBA/ABATE of NC , President 
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First Annual Backpacks for Kids , Lincolnton NC  

July 23, 2011 there were over 100 people coming together in the Staples Parking lot in Lincolnton, NC for the first annual Backpacks For Kids 2011 Ride 

and Event, benefiting less fortunate kids in Gaston andLincoln counties. This included riders from Lincoln, Charlotte and Gaston CBA/ABATE. They 

started riding in on their motorcycles and started gathering at 9am registering and bringing backpacks filled with school supplies. At 10am we were sad-

dling up for the 50+ mile ride through 4 counties and 2 states to end up at a retreat area near Crowder's Mountain in Gaston County.  The ride was not 

without it's instances, although there were a couple of bikes that had mechanical problems, there was no one left behind, as the trailer crew from Caro-

lina Faith Riders was available to load up the disabled bike and bring it on to the retreat area.  The ride took us through Kings Mountain National Park 

just inside the edge of South Carolina, and took us through some nice back country two lane roads where even though the mercury was climbing to well 

over 90, the shade on some of these back roads were a welcome relief from the heat.  When we arrived at the Retreat area, there was music by Damas-

cus Road and then 3:16 Band, the bands were rockin' it out and loud and proud, there was also plenty of hot dogs and hamburgers with fixins' and good 

cold Lemonade, tea and Ice water which was very welcome on a hot July day.  There were lots of prizes to give away and plenty of fun to be had. 

Guardians of the Children were present, and in support of what they do for children's advocacy, they were presented with certificates for childrens 

haircuts donated by Stylin on Main in Lincolnton. KathyLynn from Charlotte CBA and Experteez in Lincolnton won the raffle for the ladies Leather 

Jacket. Gabby from Gaston CBA won the DOT certified helmet. There were plenty of other prizes given away including a custom HD clock, and several 

High Def radio kits, and many others    There were hundreds of school supplies and backpacks gathered up on this day, after sort ing through all the 

supplies there were over 8 large plastic totes filled to overflowing with school supplies, and backpacks, and they will be distributed throughout several 

schools in Gaston and Lincoln counties in NC in the next several weeks before school starts.  Special Thanks to the organizers: Mount-Up Motorcycle 

Ministry,Dallas, NC ;CMA Chapter #539 Ambassadors for Christ, Carolina Faith Riders G.R.A.C.E. Chapter, 3:16 band, Damascus Road Band. And spe-

cial thanks to the many sponsors we had. 

 

 "Chappy" Kevin Pitts 

Chaplain  

Lincoln County CBA/ABATE 

    

RAMBLINõS FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT 
Well, this yearsô legislative session is now history, and it was quite an entertaining spectacle.  At times 

things moved at a breakneck speed, with bills constantly changing and deals being made.  We were pretty successful 
with the major bills that we supported, now if we can just get the legislators to give proper attention to our freedom of 

choice bills I will be a happy camper.  Part of our success this year came about from the Legislative Lobby Day.  We 

had about 75 people talking to their legislators about what we wanted.  This interaction resulted in sponsors for the 
bills that we supported.  Never underestimate the power of hard work and dedication to the cause.  In a chance encounter with another group near the end 

of the session, it was discovered that CBA was listed on a bill for specialty license tags.  Check the CBA website for additional info on the requirements 

that we must meet to obtain these tags. 
The CBA Board of Director elections were very easy this year with only one office being contested.  The Western District Coordinator will be 

announced at the next State Executive Council meeting.  Thanks to all of the people who are willing to put their energies towards making the CBA a 
success and making that a priority in their lives.  This applies not only towards officers, but chapter (and at-large) members who are active in the organi-

zation. 
 The 2011 MRF Meeting of the Minds is fast approaching.  We had 8 of our CBA people there last year, and we hope to see about that many 

again this year.  We always learn a lot, meet a lot of people and exchange experiences and ideas with them.  It is always a learning experience and helps 

us recharge ourselves for another year.  I strongly urge each of you to become a member of the MRF, as it is in the forefront on national motorcycling 
legislative efforts.  The MRF is the uniting force for the motorcyclist rights organizations throughout the US.  If we stand united, we will continue to 

make progress throughout the various states and on national issues. 
The CBA will be hosting the 2012 Meeting of the Minds in the Raleigh/Durham area.  There will be a huge amount of work for us to do to 

make this the most successful conference in the history of the MRF.  Iôm sure that with all of the talented people within our organization that we can 

make it happen.  Planning has begun for this conference, please plan on helping out on this event. 
Itôs time again for the annual CBA calendar to be put together.  If you are on the statenchapter Yahoo group, you can get the forms off of it.  If 

not, shoot me an e-mail and I will send the forms to you.  We have 3 different sizes of ads, plus birthday/anniversary dates.  We try to make this better 

every year, and newer technology is really helping with that. 
Also coming up is the CBA State Party at High Rock Lake near Salisbury.  Look for the flier elsewhere in this newsletter.  Come join us for a 

relaxing weekend without everyone having to work all the time.  We will have people games and bike games along with lots of other activities and social 

interaction. 
In closing, get in all the riding time that you can.  Summer is winding down, riding time will be reduced.  Keep positive thoughts for our mem-

bers who are battling life threatening illnesses.  Please ride Safe and Sober. 

   Yours in brotherhood, 
Charlie Boone 

   



 

 Executive Council Minutes July 2011  
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INTRODUCTIONS 

Name and Chapter: All chapters present except for Brunswick & Lincoln. 

 At-Large Members: 6 were present for this meeting.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Quarterly monies and reports due to State Treasurer: 

Membership invoice dues;   

Monthly Treasurerôs report for the most recent past quarter 

Quarterly Activity Report due to State Secretary, copying State Treasurer  

STATE SECRETARYôS REPORT:  Gwen Nichols for Cat Mohan: Motion made to accept minutes as written, 2nd, passed 

STATE TREASURERôS REPORT:  Carol Barker for Darlene Kimsey: Will be sending treasurerôs report out to chapters. Darlene needs all tax paperwork 

and EIN Numbers. Carol then gave a breakdown of the accounts and told the officers that Darlene needs permission to break one of the CDs, motion 

was made to accept the Treasurerôs Report, 2nd, and passed. There was an additional expense used by Randy Norris to travel to the NCOM Conven-

tion. Randy offered to reimburse part or all of this. Executive Council discussed that this was part of doing business for the Organization. Motion was 

made, that Randy does not have to reimburse for this trip, 2nd, passed 

OLD BUSINESS 

 
BOD Nominations / Election dates ï BOD Proposal for Acclamation of Lone Nominees: Motion made, 2nd to go ahead and do the acclamation at this 

meeting, passed. All officersô that were on the ballot will be the new officerôs for 2012 & 2013, except for Western District Chapter still need to vote since 

they had 2 people running for Western District Coordinator.  

 
2012 MRF Meeting of the Minds in RTP, NC: Randy thanked Gaston County Chapter for getting their $400.00 in for the MRF Event in 2012. Tar River 

Basin has turned in $206.00. $400.00 is requested from each chapter by July 2012. Money goes to help buy notebooks (400-500 pages) which is a lot of 
printing cost, also the hospitality suite which we will do ourselves - looking for sponsors. Need chapter help and other organizations help with: transport 

from the airport to the hotel, 24 hour motorcycle security, , centerpieces for the tables, door prizes, auction items, workers, and we are looking for a spon-

sor for the lunches  Central District: discussed volunteering for the security, or working in the hospitality room.  We will be responsible for helping with 

the registration booth, CBA Products, and MRF Products.  We may want to have some t-shirts made.  

Charlie Boone, Randy and Angela Norris,  and Bill Ruby are planning on going to this yearôs Meeting of the Minds. 

 
License Tags: Discussion about the new NC License Tags we are able to get now. We can have a design put on a State License Tag that people are able to 

display as their NC License tag with the CBA Logo on them. Motion to proceed with the organizational license tags, motorcycle tags first, 2nd, passed 

 

Training Seminar/Officers Banquet ï 19-Nov-11: Jesse McDugald will be the guest speaker.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
501 c (3) Tax Status: Safety Education and Awareness: Could take care of this, could go after corporate sponsors.. It could take up to a year to 18 months 

to get this done.  This would be fully tax deductible; it is separate monies from the organization. Normally you use it for your programs and is totally non-

profit. This status allows you to do more towards safety and education. Motion made to research this 501 c (3) tax status, 2nd, (1 opposed), passed. 

 
Montgomery County Chapter: Terry Fournier introduced why they would like to start a new chapter: Necessary we have communication.  Roll call vote: 

100 voted for the new chapter, 3 opposed, majority vote, passed. Now they need to get their paper work in order and present at the next state meeting in 

order to receive their charter.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS (15 minutes allotted per Committee) 
 
Legislative Committee:  Doc Ski: HB 200: passed: $500.00 fine if you hit or run over a biker. $200.00 or $500.00 depends on property damage. HB 383: 

Pattern Selection: House Committee passed, floor, passed, governor, passed, no more motorcycle only checkpoints in affect as of December 1st.  Noise 
Abatement: Lake Lure is passing a noise ordinance 89 decibel, and trying to give tickets to motorcyclists that do not have the EPA stamp on their motorcy-

cles exhaust pipe.  Discussed forming a committee to study the noise abatement law. Helmet Citation: 4 chapters involved, 67 bikes, they did get stopped, 

but no tickets.  Mark Watson of Charlotte mentioned that one of their members was killed Saturday. Fatalities -> please email Randy the article if itôs 

regarding a right of way violations. 

 
MRF: Cindy Hodges: Meeting on the minds notice, fact or fiction piece, mrf.org, biker on the beltway in Washington, Beast of the East, Best of the West, 

MRF Alert: 10 most wanted list: things they want the most.  MRF Membership is down; if your chapter is not a member please contact Cindy about be-

coming one. 

 
NCOM:   Randy Norris: Seminars Attended: Washington State: Equal Rights Access for Motorcyclists, COC & MROôs working together; US Defenderôs 

Program is still going strong: Doc Ski is the commander for NC, Womenôs Riders Seminar, Noise Abatement and EPA check points are becoming a prob-
lem, contact your legislators. Fusion Centers: large problem, group of law enforcement officers gathering information and sharing information with one 

another, trying to classify motorcyclists as gangs. They are all through the US. 

 

NC Confederation of Clubs:  Doc Ski: US Defenders: have been responding well to the Call to Action Alerts, Coalition of Independent Riders is growing. 
 
Information (PR/Newsletter/Web Page):  Dale Carroll: Went over the information budget, working on getting the newsletter to look more professional. 

Website: need content for both.  CBA Radio: CBARADIO.com.  Facebook: cost less than was budgeted for. Motion to continue using Facebook, 2nd, 

passed, (1 opposed). Explained advertising, Cindy questioned what direction does she need to go in about MRF articles in our newsletter, she was wonder-
ing if that is advertising. Need to establish a general policy.  CBA chapters can put events in the newsletter for free, but members will have to pay for ad-

vertisement. Motion made that we support the MRF and do not charge MRF for Advertising Events in the newsletter, 2nd, passed (6 opposed) 



 

 

C 
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Membership Services:  Angela Norris: Gave out packets yesterday in the committee for each chapter secretary, has emailed out lapsed members to the 
chapters and invoices. Lapsed members have 60 days after their renewal date to renew their membership or they will have to start over as new. Couples 

that sign up need to have the same address. Angela mentioned chapters having membership drives. 

 
Safety, Education and Awareness:  Charli Chandler: HB 200, language introduced: It is now required in all State North Carolina Driverôs Ed Curriculum 
to include 1 hr of Motorcycle Safety Awareness. Talked about the State packet MSF that some places are using, trying to get those to use our program, 

because it is face to face with the students. 2nd Quarter MSAP Totals for 2011: 4,321, so far year to date totals are: 7,436. We have 12 chapters that are 

active in this program; we are half way there with having all chapters active. Yard Signs -> Pre-Pay orders only. Columbus County: 402 Students YTD 

started in January; Cleveland County: 117 Students YTD, Chatham is getting started. Working on purchasing T-shirts, patches and rockers. 

 
Constitution Committee:  Charlie Boone: Article 7 section 7 under chapters: All CBA Chaptesr will have a checking account. Account numbers for all 

chapters accounts will be provided to the State Treasurer. All chapter checking accounts shall require two signatures, the Chapter Presidentôs or the Chap-
ter Vice Presidentôs and the Chapter Treasurerôs to sign checks. If a chapter needs to set up another account, such as an event account, two signatures are 

still required to sign checks but there can be any two members voted on by the chapter membership as long as they have been a member for a period of 

least one year and do not reside in the same household. If any chapter account is closed, a copy of bank documents verifying such closure must be pro-
vided to the State Treasurer: ***ADD***:   Electronic banking means may be used with the consent of the chapter members, including online bill pay, 

credit/debit cards and other approved methods, at the end of the section, Roll Call Vote: 97 Voted Yes, 11 opposed, majority vote, passed. Meeting 

Started at: 3:43pm, Minutes: Motion made to accept the Minutes in the newsletter, motion made and 2nd, passed, Item for discussion: None, Adjourn 

3:44pm.  
 

Events Committee: Charlie Boone/Robert Causey: Orange County Choppers Event: October 22nd, do we want a booth up there.  Motion made to have a 

booth at the OCC for $150.00, 2nd, 17 voted yes, 28 no, did not pass. State Party October 7th-9th at the Tamarac Marina on High Rock Lake. 

DISTRICT COORDINATOR REPORTS 

 
Central District:  Robert Causey: Upcoming Events: MRF Fundraiser: September 24th, at Mark and Katôs off of Hwy 49 at 817 Jim Elliott Road, Denton, 

Chicken Dinner, there will be camping available. 

 
Eastern District:  Matt Shamblin: Upcoming Events: Brunswick: Red, White & Blue Run ï Dedicated to Becky Mooney & Sylvia Goreï 9/24/11 @ 

Chapter Lodge. KSU 11:00 am. $10. Per Hand, $200. Winner, $50. Random Draw. Carteret/Craven: August Heat Rideï 8/7/11@ Jeanôs Place, Have-

lock. KSU 10:30am. Columbus: Wendyôs Ride/Remembrance Rideï 8/20/11 Dixie Steel Stampedeï 6/26-27/11, Granville: Memorial Ride & Lucky Draw 
Runï 8/6/11 @ Chapter Lodge Registration 11:00 am, KSU 12:30 pm. Last stop chapter lodgesï food, friends, fun, live music, 50/50, Lucky Draw, Best 

& Worst. $15.Per Hand Per Driver W/Meal, $7. Per Rider W/Meal. Proceeds to Granville Co. Special Olympics. Chicken Plate Saleï 9/24/11. Proceeds 

to CBA State Treasury. Neuse River: Poker Run for Autismï 7/30/11, Flyer posted @ CBA-ABATENC.ORG/ Continuing Sale ï Chartered Fishing Trip 
Raffle, $10. Per Raffle Ticket. 

     
Western District:  Bill Starnes: Upcoming Events: Smoky Mountain Chapter: August 5th & 6th:  8th Annual Mountain "Mater Festival" is coming up on 

August 5th -6th. 12 noon on Friday until 11pm and Saturday, 9am till 11pm, in Canton, NC. Caldwell County Hospice: September 10th. 

 

CLOSING COMMENTS 

 
Motel Rooms: go ahead and book a room in your name, when Darlene gets the block of rooms, we will put your name over for the CBA, for the CBA 

Rate: please email Gwen at triadcbasec@aol.com 

 

50/50 

 

Closing Benediction: Cliff Cyphers 
 

Adjourn: Adjourned at 1:37pm  

Facebook 

CBA/

Abate 

 Of 

 NC 

mailto:triadcbasec@aol.com
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Conncerned Bikers Association/ABATE of NC 

Legislative Committee Meeting 

July 1, 2011 

Thomas ñDoc Skiò Wasileski, State Legislative Director, Presiding 

Cindy ñFreò Hodges, acting recording secretary 

Meeting brought to order @ 10:00 a.m. 

Administrative:  

Pledge of Allegiance 

  Moment of Silence 

Secretaryôs report ï motion made, seconded and carried to waive the reading of the minutes from the last committee meeting.   

Current Issue Updates: 

Discussion and updates on ROW violations:  Rep. Ric Killianôs bill passed, H113 which increases the minimum fine to $200 for hitting a motorcyclist.   
Randy Norris is logging incidents of ROW deaths.  Please let him know if you hear of any ROWV deaths in our state.  This information will be used to go 

back and increase the penalties.   
Equal Access:  In the next long legislative session, we will be trying to float a bill that declares discrimination against entry to public places, hotels, restau-

rants, clubs, etc., based on ñmode of transportò or ñcultural attireò.  It was pointed out that Rep. Kelly Hastings had stood ready to sponsor such legislation 

for us this year.  Unfortunately we were unable to work this out and will have bill wording ready to go in the long session.  
Noise Abatement/Sound issues:  Roger Coleman of the Buncombe County Chapter has spearheaded some action in the Western region of our state; work-
ing the problem in the Lake Lure community.  He got the AMA involved as their name was being invoked on behalf of the Lake Lure community as being 

in some sort of support of the communityôs effort to crack down on motorcycle exhaust sound emissions.  The AMA sent a cease and desist sort of com-

muniqué to Lake Lure officials.  Larry Blankenship made a motion, which was seconded and passed, that we study what we could to make ourselves more 
knowledgeable in order to entertain a law banning local enforcements of sound emissions.  In order to be better prepared for all the possible issues we face 

regarding exhaust laws and sound emission laws, Cindy Hodges will hook Roger Coleman (who has agreed to remain as point person on this) up with the 

folks with Massachusetts Motorcyclist Association who are already working this issue and have been for a few years now.   

Helmet Citation Defense Team:  No report.  
Independence Day Helmet Protest Ride:  Bill Starnes reported on the Helmetless protest ride and the unsuccessful efforts of one communityôs law enforce-

ment to give out a few tickets (5 were pulled over in Belmont) but not tickets to all riders.  Ensuing discussion outlined that this protest run was successful 

in allowing riders to pass through unticketed and made the local community law enforcement officers much more aware of the growing sentiment regard-

ing our current helmet law.  It also brought local riders together and was felt to have built positive feelings towards CBA/ABATE of NC in the local riding 

community.  
Randy Norris, state president, pointed out that his chapter, the Columbus County chapter, has a new member who is also a lobbyist and has met with Doc 

Ski.  They concur that we need to have more individual meetings, more ñindependentò chapter meetings in Raleigh, i.e. bring your chapter up to lobby 

separate from our ñstate lobby dayò, in order that we may ferret out more of our opposition and fine-tune our work there.  Much passionate discussion 

ensued on this subject.  
It was suggested that we try to add freedom-of-choice helmet law wording into the Motorcycle Awareness Month bill of 2012 as a way of continuing to 

float a helmet law change bill during the short session.   
Of note:  Dale Carroll mentioned that a Charlotte Chapter member DID manage to get a ñguiltyò verdict on a helmet ticket and is continuing to go to court 

over it.   

Motorcycle Only Checkpoints ï WILL BE MOOT as of DECEMBER 1, 2011.   

MRF Report ï Given by Cindy Hodges 

NCOM Report ï Given by Randy Norris 

to close the meeting, seconded, passed.   



 

 Gaston County  

3rd Annual Helmet July 4th 

Protest Ride 
July 4th, 2011 started out hot and stayed hot all day. How-

ever, the heat was not sufficient to keep the CBA/ABATE 

of NC members off the road. We met at the Roses shopping 

center parking lot beginning at 12:00. By the time we rolled 

out at 1:00 for our 3rd Annual 4th of July Independence 

Day Helmet Law Protest Ride we had approximately 67 

motorcycles in our group that included members of Gaston, 

Lincoln, Cleveland and Cabarrus/Rowan CBA Chapters. 

Some wore helmets, most did not. We planned to ride 

through four Gaston County municipalities. We made it 

through Belmont, the first city on our route. As we were 

sitting at the stop sign in Cramerton, in front of their town hall and police department, a rider came up to let us know some 

of the bikes at the rear of the pack had been pulled over in Belmont. We immediately made a u-turn and headed back to 

Belmont. Sure enough, there they were, right in the middle of downtown Belmont. We found parking spaces and went 

over to the police car and let the officer know we would ALL be wanting a ticket. In just a few minutes, a couple of more 

Belmont officers showed up. Then the NC Highway Patrol showed up. Next the Gaston County Police Department and 

the Cramerton Police Department. Eventually, we had a total of 15 police cars sitting in downtown Belmont with all their 

lights flashing and the Officers walking around scratching their heads. We were ready with our license and registration 

cards in hand. However, the LEO's would not accept them. Finally, they decided they would just write tickets to the 5 they 

originally pulled over and allow the rest of us to leave, with our helmets on our heads. We refused the offer and demanded 

equal treatment for all who were riding sans (without) helmet. They said they only saw the 5 without helmets. We got on 

our bikes, without helmets, made a couple of u-turns on Main Street and parked behind the police cars, license and regis-

tration cards in our hands. They still would not take them. We were firm in our demands. Tickets for all or tickets for 

none. They talked it over again then made the same offer as before. Our answer was the same. Give us all a ticket and we 

would put our helmets on and be on our way. Otherwise, we would leave without helmets and continue our quest for the 

elusive ticket. They talked it over again. Bottom line, 67 motorcycles, 15 police cars, 30 minutes of negotiations and we 

left with no helmets and no tickets. We rode on through Belmont, Cramerton, Lowell and part of Gastonia arriving at 

Hooters for the Party and Live Music. And we had a mighty fine celebration!! YA'LL SHOULDA BEEN THERE!!! It 

was awesome. I'm stilling smiling so big my face hurts. Man, I love my CBA Brothers and Sisters!! Blastoff.  
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