Concerned Bikers Association/ABATE of NC

Legislative Committee Meeting

July 1, 2011

Thomas “Doc Ski” Wasileski, State Legislative Director, Presiding

Cindy “Fre” Hodges, acting recording secretary

Meeting brought to order @ 10:00 a.m.

Administrative:


Pledge of Allegiance


Moment of Silence

Secretary’s report – motion made, seconded and carried to waive the reading of the minutes from the last committee meeting.  

Current Issue Updates:



Discussion and updates on ROW violations:  Rep. Ric Killian’s bill passed, H113 which increases the minimum fine to $200 for hitting a motorcyclist.  



Randy Norris is logging incidents of ROW deaths.  Please let him know if you hear of any ROWV deaths in our state.  This information will be used to go back and increase the penalties.  



Equal Access:  In the next long legislative session, we will be trying to float a bill that declares discrimination against entry to public places, hotels, restaurants, clubs, etc., based on “mode of transport” or “cultural attire”.  It was pointed out that Rep. Kelly Hastings had stood ready to sponsor such legislation for us this year.  Unfortunately we were unable to work this out and will have bill wording ready to go in the long session. 


Noise Abatement/Sound issues:  Roger Coleman of the Buncombe County Chapter has spearheaded some action in the Western region of our state; working the problem in the Lake Lure community.  He got the AMA involved as their name was being invoked on behalf of the Lake Lure community as being in some sort of support of the community’s effort to crack down on motorcycle exhaust sound emissions.  The AMA sent a cease and desist sort of communiqué to Lake Lure officials.  Larry Blankenship made a motion, which was seconded and passed, that we study what we could to make ourselves more knowledgeable in order to entertain a law banning local enforcements of sound emissions.  In order to be better prepared for all the possible issues we face regarding exhaust laws and sound emission laws, Cindy Hodges will hook Roger Coleman (who has agreed to remain as point person on this) up with the folks with Massachusetts Motorcyclist Association who are already working this issue and have been for a few years now.  


Helmet Citation Defense Team:  No report. 


Independence Day Helmet Protest Ride:  Bill Starnes reported on the Helmetless protest ride and the unsuccessful efforts of one community’s law enforcement to give out a few tickets (5 were pulled over in Belmont) but not tickets to all riders.  Ensuing discussion outlined that this protest run was successful in allowing riders to pass through unticketed and made the local community law enforcement officers much more aware of the growing sentiment regarding our current helmet law.  It also brought local riders together and was felt to have built positive feelings towards CBA/ABATE of NC in the local riding community. 


Randy Norris, state president, pointed out that his chapter, the Columbus County chapter, has a new member who is also a lobbyist and has met with Doc Ski.  They concur that we need to have more individual meetings, more “independent” chapter meetings in Raleigh, i.e. bring your chapter up to lobby separate from our “state lobby day”, in order that we may ferret out more of our opposition and fine-tune our work there.  Much passionate discussion ensued on this subject. 


It was suggested that we try to add freedom-of-choice helmet law wording into the Motorcycle Awareness Month bill of 2012 as a way of continuing to float a helmet law change bill during the short session.  


Of note:  Dale Carroll mentioned that a Charlotte Chapter member DID manage to get a “guilty” verdict on a helmet ticket and is continuing to go to court over it.  


Motorcycle Only Checkpoints – WILL BE MOOT as of DECEMBER 1, 2011.  


MRF Report – Given by Cindy Hodges


NCOM Report – Given by Randy Norris

Subjects discussed in the meeting were gone over again, and a motion was made to close the meeting, seconded, passed.  

Respectfully submitted,

Cindy “Fre”Hodges

Director Emeritus

State MRF Rep

Raleigh Chapter Member

