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US EPA Considers Lowering Motorcycle Sound Emissions Levels  

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) has learned that the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has begun collecting data from the industry to consider lowering the allowable decibel 
level for motorcycles. Currently the allowable sound any vehicle can generate is capped at 83db. The 

EPA has sent letters to nine companies that either import or build aftermarket exhaust systems or 

complete motorcycles. This small sample size is troubling for a couple of reasons. First, it is not repre-
sentative of the much larger motorcycling community that will be affected by changing the regulation, 
rendering the survey results questionable at best. Second, any time a federal agency wants to spend 
taxpayer money to survey a group of 10 or more individuals or organizations, they must obtain ap-
proval from the US Office of Management and Budget (OMB).   The approval process isnôt easy and can 
often be drawn out, giving American citizens the right to weigh in on the agencyôs application for per-
mission to survey. However, when an agency only contacts nine organizations, they donôt have to tell 

anyone or get permission from the OMB to move forward on the survey, making the process lack trans-
parency. Why just motorcycles? It appears that the EPA doesnôt want to curb all noise, or even all vehi-
cle noise, just noise coming from two -wheeled vehicles. We at the MRF find that distinction discrimina-
tory and simply unacceptable, not to mention that it suggests a more personal agenda and not an 
agency -wide push. What sort of impact will new decibel levels have on retailers and ultimately motor-
cycle owners? Alarmingly, this does not appear to have been addressed. After reviewing the survey 
questions, it appears that the EPA is only concerned with the impact on manufacturers.  While public 

correspondence has not revealed the EPAôs true intention to lower the allowable decibel limit, the EPA 

indicated in a private phone call with the MRF that it would certainly not be raising the standard or 
keeping it the same. That leaves one option, lowering the decibel standard for motorcycles. The MRF is 
working with Congress to get the EPA to explain their intentions and motivations. The MRF is also 
working to meet directly with the EPA to further determine exactly is going on with this issue. You can 
view the actual EPA questionnaire on the MRF website at http://www.mrf.org/pdf/

EPA_questionnaire_June2010.pdf  

From NCOM News bits  
MYRTLE BEACH SUED AGAIN OVER NOISE LAW 
As Myrtle Beach prepares to adjust some of the 14 ordinances passed in 2008 to quell the May motorcycle rallies, 
including their city-wide helmet law and four other ordinances being invalidated by the stateôs high court, it faces yet 
another legal challenge that could require even more changes. Some residents and other motorcycle enthusiasts are 
suing the city again, this time hoping the Horry County Circuit Court will overturn the city's noise ordinance. Under 
the final version of the noise ordinance amendment, which gained final approval in March 2009, no vehicles except 
emergency vehicles can be louder than 89 decibels when measured from 20 inches away from the exhaust pipe, at 
a 45-degree angle, while the vehicle is idling. Bikers also must have an EPA issued sticker that states their bike 
meets federal noise reduction laws according to the municipal ordinance, but not South Carolina state law. 
  On June 15th, Virginia-based Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) attorney Tom McGrath filed suit in Horry County 
Circuit Court on behalf of local motel owner William OôDay, Horry County ABATE, and others who feel the city over-
stepped their authority in enacting muffler regulations that conflict with existing state law.McGrath's challenge to the 
city's helmet ordinance prevailed in the S.C. Supreme Court, with all five justices unanimously agreeing that the 
state has already covered the issue of who has to wear motorcycle helmets and that the city could not make its own 
rules because there must be a uniform traffic code. The noise ordinance wasn't included in the case the high court 
recently ruled on, he said, because the focus was on the helmet law. "They were issuing tickets left and right [under 
the helmet law]," he said. "No one we know had gotten a ticket under the noise ordinance. It's still sitting there, and 
the city has bought decibel meters, so we assume they are planning to use them. We felt we shouldn't let the ordi-
nance stay on the books." McGrath said he felt it best to give the Circuit Court the first chance to make the decision 
in this case. "Let's see if the judge will follow the Supreme Court's opinion," he told the Sun News. Meanwhile, the 
city of Myrtle Beach has mailed out refunds to those who paid fines when they received tickets for not wearing mo-
torcycle helmets. The city repaid nearly $14,000 in fines for 141 tickets it issued when the improper helmet law was 
in effect  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103566841853&s=1506&e=001Wyc1v-qAScY1IdSKyfVO-7nMDi5O0qqbbTaMuflfRSj5DVsWQoggV0ykm-luAJ9_XVKm4KBWV-qO9nW8P5Kw3JJbvLTvjODPnC6Cm1-tJM4rCAN1Bhttq6o4_Nppb46THanQmyzR5XJIKjXBxFmA_4hG5bm4IdIu
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103566841853&s=1506&e=001Wyc1v-qAScY1IdSKyfVO-7nMDi5O0qqbbTaMuflfRSj5DVsWQoggV0ykm-luAJ9_XVKm4KBWV-qO9nW8P5Kw3JJbvLTvjODPnC6Cm1-tJM4rCAN1Bhttq6o4_Nppb46THanQmyzR5XJIKjXBxFmA_4hG5bm4IdIu
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Presidentôs Statement 

 

Greetings All,  
This year seems to have flown by so far. Three State meetings 
done with October remaining. We have been working on some 

major tax issue changes for the organization. Leadership from 
all chapters need to attend the October State meeting to be 
prepared to finalize upgrading for taxes to begin Jan. 1st of 

2011.  
We chartered a new chapter (Cleveland County) at the July 
State meeting, on a sadder note we lost CBA o the Pines. 

Sonny worked hard to keep this chapter alive, but not enough participation. We are 
trying to reach out to recruit new members and chapters across the state and we 

need your help.  
Terri Hairston our fomer State Information Director resigned her position before the 
July meeting. We are now in the process of holding elections for this position. Read 

more about the details in the Executive Council meeting minutes.  
Dale Carroll has stepped up and offered to oversee the production of a one time 

newsletter to come out to you the members before the election of the State Infor-
mation Director. We thank Dale for his efforts. I think you will like the new newslet-

ter.  
Now is time to prepare for the November banquet. Officer training and the banquet 
will be held 20 Nov. 2011. At the next BOD meeting, times will be set up forthat 

days events.  
Legislatively we are preparing for the long session to begin in 2011. The most recent 
activity has been looking out for "motorcycle only checkpoints". If you are aware of 

any, please notify Charlie Boone and Doc Ski.  

Thats it for now. Keep infomed, make plans to attend the next State meeting!  

 Regards,  

Randy Norris  

President, CBA/ABATE of NC, Inc.  

State Information Director Election  
Due to personal reasons, Terri Hairston has resigned as 

State Information Director. Nominations for the position 

were opened at the July 18th Executive Council meeting.  

The nominations will close August 28 2010. The State Sec-
retary will have the ballots to the chapters no later than 

September 3 2010. Chapters must turn in their ballots to 

their District Coordinator no later than October 8 2010. 

The District Coordinator will tabulate the votes and re-

port the results to the State Secretary no later than Octo-

ber 13 2010. The results will be announced at the October 

17th State meeting.  
All Candidate resume`s received by publication deadline 

are on page 16  

 
For a full listing of all candidates , please check the web 

site www.cba -abatenc.org  

All submissions for 

the Annual CBA 

Calendar must be 

submitted to Ugly 

Charlie no later 

than the October 

16/17 state meet-

ing. Please contact 

Charlie  

919-269-4193 

fbird54@  

bellsouth.net  
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RAMBLINGS FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT  
.     

We are gaining more supporters within the legislature every year. Raleigh chapter 

President Jean Dasnoit and I visited with several of them on the legislative opening 

day this year, and all of them seemed glad to see us there.  

On the national level, both the MRF and the AMA keep tabs of legislation affecting 

motorcyclists. The work that they do is extremely important to all SMROs. I urge you 

to join both of the organizations, both for the monetary support and for the education 

that they give you on federal legislation.  

We have had successes in many fronts over the last year. The MSAP program contin-

ues to grow with over 10,000 students reached last year, and this yearôs total should 

exceed that. The program has also received a $1,000 grant from the AMA, thus show-

ing that MSAP is receiving national attention for its success. There has been some progress made with the 

NCDOT on getting motorcycle safety messages displayed on the electronic signs on our major highways. 

That effort has been led by Gaston Co. CBA members and while we havenôt yet gotten satisfaction on this 

issue, progress has been made and I believe that it will eventually be implemented.  

One of the biggest concerns that we have for this year is the use of motorcycle only roadblocks. We feel that 

any stop that discriminates due to mode of transportation is illegal, and that law enforcement is using this as a 

method of writing helmet tickets en masse. The training film that the GHSP has distributed to all law enforce-

ment agencies throughout the state is also a concern. This film has inaccurate information on how to identify 

a ñnon DOT approvedò helmet, and leads law enforcement to believe that they are qualified to make such 

identification.  

The corporate restructuring continues to advance; this will all be finalized by the end of the year and will 

make our organization stronger. As a final note, please support chapter rides and events throughout the state 

whenever possible. A good time is always had by all, and the friendships that you establish can last a life-

time. Hope to see you at these events. Until then, ride safe. 

 

Must present valid CBA membership card,  
Can not be combined with other discounts  
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The meeting commenced at 9:15 am  
BOD present:  President Randy Nor-
ris, Vice President Charlie Boone, 
Membership Services Director Iris 
Hindle, MSAP Director Charli Chan-
dler, Treasurer Darlene Kimsey, Sec-

retary Cat Mohan, Central District 

Coordinator Robert óShaggyô Causey, 
Western District Coordinator Bill 
Starnes, and Eastern District Coordi-
nator Matt Shamblin 
Regrets sent : Legislative Director 
Thomas ñDoc Skiò Wasileski 
Members were reminded that ques-
tions and responses are to be made 
by members only.   
Voting:  Maximum of 5 votes per 
chapter; At-Large: One vote per 
member with a maximum of 5 vote 
Opening Prayer  was offered by Cliff 
Cyphers Pledge of Allegiance  was 
led by Cindy Hodges 
Chapter Roll Call & Introduction-
sChapters represented:  Alamance, 
Brunswick, Buncombe, Cabarrus-
Rowan, Carteret-Craven, Charlotte, 
Chatham, Columbus, Davidson, Gas-
ton, Granville, Hickory, Iredell, Lin-
coln, Macon, Raleigh, South Pied-
mont, Surry, Tar River Basin, and 
Triad.  One At-Large member was 
present.  Chapter not represented:  
Randolph. 

Announcements  
All chapter Treasurers are to clear 
Membership Services with the State 
Treasurer and State Secretary today.  
All quarterly reports go to Cat Mohan.   
Monies owed and bank statement 
copies go to Darlene Kimsey. 

State Secretaryôs Report:  
 Cat Mohan 
A motion was made to forego reading 
of the April Executive Council Meeting 
minutes as they were posted on the 
yahoo statenchapter website and in 
the newsletter on the CBA state web-
site.  2ndôed and passed.   

State Treasurerôs Report 

Darlene Kimsey 

Treasurerôs packets were passed out 
this weekend to each chapter to in-
clude a copy of the State Treasurerôs 
report and the quarterly report form 
template to be filled in by each chap-
ter and turned into Darlene.  Darlene 
went over the QuickReport as of June 
30, 2010 which showed the running 
balance of the General Account from 
2-April to 14-June.  The balances for 
the Events Account, Fixed CD Ac-
count, Legislative Account, Helmet 

Defense Fund Account, and 
Checkpoint Account were also 
shown.  A motion was made to 
accept the Treasurerôs report as 
reported; 2ndôed and passed.   

NEW BUSINESS 
Cleveland Co. CBA  was pre-
sented with their CBA charter.  
Cleveland President Keith Wilson 
(Snake) introduced the new offi-
cers present and announced that 
this chapter has 48 members al-
ready.   A motion was made to 
accept the chapter into the CBA; 
2ndôed and passed.   
Sadly, Randy reported that Sonny 
Colvin turned in the CBA of the 
Pines  charter yesterday due to 
chapter inactivity.  Sonny is the At
-Large member at todayôs meet-
ing. 
The State Information Director 
position  is open due to resigna-
tion by Terri Hairston.  Nomina-
tions for the position were made 
for Dale Carroll and Gwen Nich-
ols; both were present and ac-
cepted the nominations.  Randy 
advised Gary Bridges of Charlotte 
chapter to find out if Wayne Dale 
is to be nominated as weôd heard 
there was interest. Deadlines as-
sociated with this position election 
are as follows:  
- 28-August, Nominations close 
- 3-September, State Secretary 
will send ballots out to chapters 
with voting commencing immedi-
ately. 
- 8-October, Ballots sent to re-
spective District Coordinators 
- 13-October, District Coordinators 
will email State Secretary with 
their district results. 
- Hard copies of ballots and tally 
sheets will be turned into State 
Secretary at the 17-October Ex-
ecutive Council meeting and the 
winning candidate will be an-
nounced at that time. 
Secretaryôs Note, 29-Jul-10:  
Wayne Dale has since been nomi-
nated and accepted the nomina-
tion] 
20-Nov-2011 Training Session 

and Banquet  
Training ï As requested by mem-

bership, we will be conduct-
ing officers training.   This is 
open to anyone, whether an 
officer or not, such as mem-
bers who may be interested 
in running for an officer posi-
tion in the future.  The officer 

training will include sessions for 
President/VP, Secretary/Treasurer, 
Legislative Coordinator, MSAP Co-
ordinator, and MSgt/Sgt at Arms.  
The sessions will start in the morn-
ing and will need to end at 3pm to 
give the hotel personnel time to get 
the banquet hall set up.  The training 
sessions are free.  An agenda will be 
forthcoming. 

Banquet $$ ï Last year we sold 145 tick-
ets; this year we hope to sell 200 
tickets at $15 each, which would 
bring in $3K - this $$ will go into the 
general account.  The monies for the 
silent auction will be deposited into 
the Checkpoint Defense Fund; the 
monies raised from the 50/50 will go 
into the Legislative Account.      

Budget ï The banquet room rental = 
$500, 4 training rooms = $300 total, 
catering = $3264, entertainment = 
$1800.  The following is the addi-
tional anticipated expenses:  printing 
for training materials = $200,  
awards = $1500, miscellaneous = 
$436.  This totals up to $8K.  A mo-
tion was made to accept $8,000 as 
the budget for this event; 2ndôed and 
passed. 

Hotel stay - Rooms will remain the same 
rate as negotiated for the State 
meetings; be sure to ask for the 4th 
floor when you call for reservations if 
you want to stay in the same area as 
other CBA members.   

Chapters are asked to bring dessert to 
share after dinner and contributions 
to the silent auction. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
Legislative Committee:  Doc Ski  
Cindy Hodges gave the updates on noise 
abatement, helmet repeal, citation de-
fense, the Gaston helmet ride, the de-
crease in motorcycle deaths in Florida 
despite freedom of choice for helmets, 
and Phil Horn on NCbikers list who has 
been working on his helmet tickets.  For 
information on NC legislative issues, be 
sure to check out Doc Skiôs blog.  Donôt 
forget about the NC BikePac fund; a link 
is on the CBA website or contact Randy/
Doc.  Membership agreed to the 2 Febru-
ary 2010 date as our Lobby Day; infor-
mation on logistics will be forthcoming.  
We may look at having a 2

nd
 lobby day in 

March.   
MRF: Cindy Hodges  
Cindy spoke about the EPA, a Federal 
regulatory agency, and their concerns 
regarding gas mixtures and noise.  The 
EPA seems to be concerned about mo-
torcycles only in this concern which is 
viewed as discriminatory among many 
motorcyclists.  Cindy also talked about 
ABATE of Californiaôs concerns regard-
ing exhaust checkpoints.  Cindy encour-

Executive Council Minutes July 2010  
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aged members to get to know your leg-
islators and join the MRF. 
NCOM:   Randy Norris  
NCOM is still busy with their fight on 
discrimination.  Unfortunately, we have 
lost Sputnik; the legislative warrior out 
of Texas.  Doc/Randy went to the 
NCOM convention in Orlando and were 
fortunate to see Sputnik there before he 
passed away from a massive heart at-
tack.  Cindy told a story about Sputnik in 
honor of his memory.   
NC Confederation of Clubs:  Doc Ski  
Doc is at the COC meeting today so 
Cindy Hodges talked about how the 
MRF has created a new position since 
discrimination is becoming a prominent 
problem again; this is including biker vs. 
biker discrimination.  If you are discrimi-
nated against, you can fill out the info 
on the COC website (Google NC Con-
federation of Clubs).   
Information (PR/Newsletter/Web 

Page) Committee  
Newsletter ï Randy has talked to 

Dale Carroll/Tammy 
Blankenship regarding news-
letter information and advice.  
Dale has researched putting 
together a newsletter for this 
quarter and has come up with 
an option of spending $1600-
$1800 using the newsletter 
format (magazine style).  He 
volunteered to get a newsletter 
out this quarter in the interim of 
electing a new Information 
Director.  A motion was made 
for Dale to publish a one-time 
newsletter asap in the new 
format.  There was discussion 
around reading the newsletter 
online vs. hard copy.  Dale 
said he can be flexible as far 
as how mailings are done.   
The motion was passed by roll 
call vote, 97-9.  Dale agreed to 
send the proof to BOD for ap-
proval.   

Website:  Wayne Dale is currently 
running the website and has 
been doing a very nice job of it.  
Cat will get the information 
from Wayne to be back-up as 
needed and will help with in-
put.  Send any webpage up-
dates to Cat/Wayne. 
 

Membership Committee:  Iris Hindle  
Iris reported on membership num-

bers and recognized a few 
chapters for their work in mem-
bership recruitment.Iris re-
ported on membership num-
bers (1592 overall for the 

state) and recognized a few 
chapters for their work in 
membership recruitment ï 
Gaston for recruiting the most 
new members in the 2nd quar-
ter and Alamance for 100% 
renewals in the 2nd quarter.  

   
Proposed Membership booth ï Iris 

would like to set up a mem-
bership booth at the Chero-
kee Rally in September.  A 
motion was made to send Iris 
to the18-September Chero-
kee rally and to pay the $200 
for a booth.  After discussion, 
an amendment to the motion 
was made by Charli Chandler 
that if Iris can get the free 
space at Maggie Valley mu-
seum, then we would send 
Iris to the rally. The reason for 
the amendment is that it was 
felt that people would have 
more interest in looking at 
legislative information at a 
museum rather than at an 
event with a ópartyô atmos-
phere.  Motion was 2ndôed 
and passed.   

Insurance ï Christina Stableford 
came and talked to the or-
ganization the previous day 
regarding American Income 
Life Insurance.   If we sign up 
with this program, every 
member would be entitled to a 
$2K death by accident or dis-
memberment insurance which 
would be free.  American In-
come provides this insurance 
in the hopes that they can 
provide further insurance, at a 
cost, if needed.  BOD was 
concerned about privacy of 
our members and we have 
talked to Christina about this; 
she guaranteed in writing that 
our membership list will be 
held as private.  A motion was 
made to sign up with this in-
surance, 2ndôed and passed. 

 
Safety, Education and Awareness:  

Charli Chandler  
 
MSAP - Charli gave a report on the 

number of students trained in 
2Q10, highlighting the Raleigh 
chapter which taught 1628 stu-
dents over the April-June time-
frame.  Total for all students 
taught for the whole year so far is 
6232.  Drivers Ed classes are be-
ing cut back (funding) ï please 

contact your legislators about 
this and let them know that we 
need the students taking the 
class.   Also, let Charli know if 
you need paperwork for the 
classes. 

GSCP information forthcoming. 
Speed bumps with no warning sign-

age is an issue, especially for 
motorcyclists.  

Safety edge ï edge of street ï 
thereôs a new technique we 
need to support (the Wedge) 
that, when used by road build-
ers, forms a wedge on the edge 
of the road instead of a sharp 
drop-off. 

Please get your LeeAnn Redwine 
award nominations into Charli 
asap; this is awarded to a mem-
ber who has been exemplary in 
promoting the MSAP program.  
Need name, chapter, and a 
paragraph on why you feel that 
person deserves this award. 
Deadline is 17-October.   

Charlie Boone reminded everyone to 
keep your eyes out for motorcy-
cle checkpoints and let him 
know if you see one. 

 
Constitution Committee:  Charlie 
Boone 
There are presently no new propos-
als for the Constitution but we are 
looking into a wording change from 
the past regarding BOD member 
election. 
Events Committee: Charlie Boone/
Robert Causey  
State Party, 8 -10 October .   Flyer 
has been created and passed out for 
this event; you can also see flyer on 
state webpage.  If you know a ven-
dor who is interested in vending (no 
food), contact Iris.   Amenities in-
clude fishing/bathhouse, and boat 
rentals.  Camping is primitive; if you 
want to camp with electricity, then 
you will need to camp in another part 
of the campground.  Jim Everhart 
gave a warning about a stretch of 
road going into Tamarac in Rowan 
County; this is located on Bringle 
Ferry Road between Panther Creek 
Rd and Surratt Rd and beyond Sur-
ratt Rd.  More information will be 
forthcoming on the state website. 
Calendar information : Charlie 
Boone:  By October state meeting, 
all chapter information for 2011 will 
be needed for the 2011 calendar.  
Watch for the information packet 
 which will be sent to your chapter  
(continued next page) 
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Products: Darlene Kimsey  
The person handling products will no longer be doing 

this; the products need to be retrieved.  There was 
discussion on whether to continue providing prod-
ucts at state meetings.  

Options mentioned:  contact Darlene for products or go 
to newly created products page.  The previous day 
during Committee meetings, it was suggested that 
Districts will take turns monitoring the products ta-
bles.  Darlene stressed that Products has always 
been a lot of trouble; we always seem to lose 
money on it and she always gets saddled with haul-
ing it around.  The question was brought forward for 
rollcall vote:  ñDo we keep product, handle product, 
to be brought to state meetings,and have the dis-
tricts man the tables, and/or contact Darlene to ship 
product to a chapter?ò  Membership voted 45 Yes, 
55 No.  State BOD will no longer handle products 
with the exception of the State back patches and 
the small round patch. 

Cat will set up an account with CafePress for anyone to 
order CBA product.  A website link will be sent out 
to membership when it is set up 

DISTRICT COORDINATOR REPORTS 
 

Central District:  Robert Causey 
Chapter events reported 
 
Eastern District:  Matt Shamblin 
Chapter events reported 
 
Western District:  Bill Starnes 
Chapter events reported.  Also, Tim with Hickory chap-
ter spoke about Hickoryôs down riderôs fund.  Cliff Cy-
phers talked about his friend who passed away a few 
years ago (CBA lifetime member for about 20 years); 
his wife would like to do something in memory of him, 
wants to put a bench and plaque out at a local green-
way; any donations are welcome. 
 
Randy reminded chapters that they need to go through 
their District Coordinators as first point of contact with 
issues so their DC will know whatôs going on in their 
districts. 
 
50/50 tickets ï some raffle prizes were given out and 
Snake won the 50/50.   
 
Darlene encouraged members, as they travel to differ-
ent cities, to consider buying the local ABATE/
motorcyclist rights tshirts before buying the Harley 
Davidson shirts. 
 
CLOSING COMMENTS 
 
Next State Committee / EC Meeting Dates:   
16-17 October 2010 
Closing Benediction ï Cliff Cyphers 
Adjourn 12:30pm 

 
 
 

.  
 

òGood ideas donõt work  
              unless you doó 
From a little road side church in 
Bowling Green SC 


